	Geography Curriculum Overview at The Corsham School
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	SMSC Opportunities (including evidence of British Values)
	Out of classroom opportunities
	Assessment opportunities (Please see Assessment Calendar on Website)

	Key British Values are addressed through all units, including Democracy (what on earth is the UK?), Mutual Respect and Tolerance of others (Population explosion unit).
	Geography club
David Attenborough club 
Creative curriculum challenge 
	A range of assessments (at least one per topic), including multiple choice questions to assess core knowledge and extended responses to assess core geographical skills.
Summative assessment in the summer of Y7


The aim of the Geography curriculum at The Corsham School is to ensure all students are given the skills and knowledge to become global citizens of an increasingly dynamic and changing world. This document will outline what students will study on their journey through Geography, as well as outlining the SMSC opportunities, extra-curricular activities and assessments that students will complete.

	Geography Curriculum Overview: Year 7
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	Topic 1: Where on earth is Corsham? 
	Topic 2:  How does the weather work and how are people changing it?
	Topic 3:  To what extent are people the main cause of river flooding?
	Topic 4:  Is development a one-way ticket to humanities destruction?
	Topic 5:  Should we consider future generations when using resources for us today?

	Duration: 10 lessons in Term 1 
	Duration: 10 lessons in Term 2 
	Duration: 10 lessons in Term 3 and 4
	Duration: 10 lessons in term 4 and 5
	Duration: 10 lessons in term 5 and 6

	Students will learn a variety of Geographical Skills, whilst also introducing the idea of place through a range of scales, from micro-geographies of the school environment, small-scale geographies of their journeys from home, as well as national and global scales. This should provide students the skills required to analyse data we get from the world, as well as ensure all students have a grounding in the world around them.
	Content:   Students learn the science of the atmosphere and how patterns and hazards (drought) are created. This leads to an investigation into how humans are changing weather patterns.  
	Content:  Students learn the geomorphic processes that they will revisit each year in geography looking at a few fluvial landforms to help students recognise the different parts of the river system. This will then lead to a focus on flood risks, and how humans have increased the risk of flooding, before looking at the ways we can mitigate against them.
	Content: Students will learn about development indicators and how different countries have developed. They will then look at the negatives of this development and decide whether the way we are developing is sustainable or not.
	Content:  students will learn about the types of resources available in the world and how they are used, linking back to the development topic. They will then look at how resources management has changed over time and decide whether it is our responsibility to protect future generations resources or use them for ourselves.
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	Geography Curriculum Overview: Year 8



	Topic 1:  Are climatic hazards becoming more extreme?
	Topic 2: How important is protecting coastlines from erosive processes?
	Topic 3: How is the world becoming smaller?
	Topic 4: Will the Great Green Wall actually work?
	Topic 5: How can we reduce the spread of a global pandemic?

	Duration: 10 lessons in Term 1 
	Duration: 10 lessons in Term 2 
	Duration: 10 lessons in Term 3 and 4
	Duration: 10 lessons in term 4 and 5
	Duration: 10 lessons in term 5 and 6

	Content:  Students learn the causes, effects and responses of tropical storms and discuss who they impact the most and is this impact getting worse? We then link this to the UK by discussing extreme weather (link back to yr7) and if extreme weather is getting worse.
	Content:   In this unit students understand why coastlines look like they do and why each coastline is unique. They will look at the rising risk from erosion and decide whether or not we should be protecting our coastlines. Students use their prior knowledge or geomorphic processes. 
	Content: Students will look at globalisation and the main drivers behind it. They will then look at the costs and benefits of it, through the lens of TNCs and local people, before coming to a conclusion about whether globalisation has a net positive or negative impact
	Content: Students will learn what the enhanced greenhouse effect is and the impact this is having on our planet. They will look at the evidence we have for this before looking at mitigations strategies on a variety of scales.
	Content:  Students will learn about the causes of diseases and how they spread around the globe. They will explore historic and recent examples of pandemics and whether we can mitigate future pandemic, as well as looking at diseases of wealth such as obesity and cancer and whether this is inevitable with our development.
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	Geography Curriculum Overview: Yr9
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	Topic 1: How hazardous is our earth?
	Topic 2: Are we happy living in an uneven world?
	Topic 3:  How important is protecting coastlines from erosive processes?
	Topic 4: How should we respond to a climate emergency?
	Topic 5: Does a country’s background determine its likelihood to be in conflict?

	Duration: 10 lessons in Term 1 
	Duration: 10 lessons in Term 2 
	Duration: 10 lessons in Term 3 and 4
	Duration: 10 lessons in term 4 and 5
	Duration: 10 lessons in term 5 and 6

	Content: Earthquakes and volcanoes are two of the most destructive forces that our planet produces and effect the way that people live. Students understand the causes, consequences and how to manage these events. We also look at one event in detail.
	Content:  This unit teaches knowledge of why countries are more advanced than others and what life is actually like in these countries. We ensure that preconceptions and misconceptions of life in low income countries is challenged.  
	Content:   In this unit students understand why coastlines look like they do and why each coastline is unique. They will look at the rising risk from erosion and decide whether or not we should be protecting our coastlines. Students use their prior knowledge or geomorphic processes. 
	Content: Students will build on learning from previous years to look in depth at the evidence for climate change and the responses from various governments. They will build up to holding their own climate summit in class
	Content:  Students will finish their KS3 journey by looking at the causes of global conflict, looking at a number of historic examples. They will then look at the geographical links between these conflicts and decide whether countries are pre-determined to have conflict based on their location or not.
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	Geography Curriculum Overview: Yr10 (Edexcel B)
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	Topic 1: Development Dynamics
	Topic 2: Hazardous Earth
	Topic 3: UK physical issues 
	Topic 4: Urbanising World
	Topic 5: Fieldwork

	Duration: 14 lessons in term 1
	Duration: 16 lessons in term 2
	Duration: 17 lessons in term 4 and 5
	Duration: 14 lessons in term 5 and 6
	Duration: 8 lessons in term 6

	Content: Students will gain an understanding of the scale of global inequality. This will be examined with a case study of how India is developing and the consequences for people, environment and the country’s relationship with the wider world.
	Content:  Students will gain an understanding of the global circulation of the atmosphere and changing climate. They will also be able to explain why tectonic hazards occur. This will be examined with two case studies of tropical cyclones and tectonic hazards at contrasting locations.
	Content:   Students will gain an overview of the varied physical landscapes in the UK resulting from geology, geomorphic processes and human activity over time. This will be examined through two case studies of distinctive landscapes – Coastal change and conflict and River processes and pressures.
	Content: Students will learn about the processes around urbanisation and the impacts that this has on the local and new populations. This is examined through a case study of Mumbai.
	Content:  This will be the first of two investigations, including fieldwork and research, carried out 'Coastal change and conflict' 
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	Subject Curriculum Overview: Yr11 (Edexcel B)
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	Topic 1: People and the biosphere
	Topic 2: Forests under Threat
	Topic 3: Consuming energy resources
	Topic 3: UK human issues
	Topic 5: fieldwork

	Duration: 6 lessons in term 1
	Duration: 15 lessons in term 2
	Duration: 15 lessons in term 3 
	Duration: 18 lessons in term 3 and 4
	Duration: 4 lessons in term 4

	Content:   an overview of the global distribution and characteristics of large-scale ecosystems, why the biosphere is important to human wellbeing and how humans use and modify it in order to obtain resources
	Content:   a detailed study of tropical rainforests and the taiga, looking at processes and interactions and issues related to their biodiversity and to their sustainable use and management
	Content:   a study of renewable and non-renewable energy, its supply and demand, access and energy security issues, its sustainable use and management
	Content:  Students will gain an overview of the changing and varied human landscape of the UK, including the socio-economic and political processes that influence it. Plus a case study of a major UK city - Dynamic UK cities.
	Content:   This will be the second of two investigations, including fieldwork and research, carried out in a ‘Dynamic urban area’
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	Subject Curriculum Overview: Yr12 (Edexcel)


	Topic 1: Globalisation
	Topic 2: Superpowers
	Topic 3: Regenerating places

	Duration: Term 1 and 2
	Duration: Terms 2, 3 and 4
	Duration: Terms 4, 5 and 6

	Content: Globalisation and global interdependence continue to accelerate, resulting in changing opportunities for businesses and people. Inequalities are caused within and between countries as shifts in patterns of wealth occur. Cultural impacts on the identity of communities increase as flows of ideas, people and goods take place. Recognising that both tensions in communities and pressures on environments are likely, will help players implement sustainable solutions
	Content:  Superpowers can be developed by a number of characteristics. The pattern of dominance has changed over time. Superpowers and emerging superpowers have a very significant impact on the global economy, global politics and the environment. The spheres of influence between these powers are frequently contested, resulting in geopolitical implications.
	Content:  Students begin by studying the place in which they live or study in order to look at economic change and social inequalities. They will then put this local place in context in order to understand how regional, national, international and global influences have led to changes there. They then study one further contrasting place through which they will develop their wider knowledge and understanding about how places change and are shaped. A local place may be a locality, a neighbourhood or a small community, either urban or rural.

	Topic 1: Tectonics
	Topic 2: Glaciation
	Topic 3: Carbon cycle

	Duration:  Term 1 and 2
	Duration:  Terms 2, 3 and 4
	Duration:  Terms 2, 3 and 4

	Content: Earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and secondary hazards such as tsunamis – represent a significant risk in some parts of the world. An in-depth understanding of the causes of tectonic hazards is key to both increasing the degree to which they can be managed, and putting in place successful responses that can mitigate social and economic impacts and allow humans to adapt to hazard occurrence.
	Ice sheets and glaciers operate within a landscape system as glacial processes of erosion, transport and deposition combine with meteorological and climatological processes and interact with geological and lithological processes to produce distinctive landscapes. The landscapes can be both present day and relict and can occur in both upland and lowland areas. These landscapes are being changed by both physical processes and human activities which pose unique threats due to the low level of resilience found in these areas. Study will include examples of landscapes from areas inside and outside the UK.
	A balanced carbon cycle is important in maintaining planetary health. The carbon cycle operates at a range of spatial scales and timescales, from seconds to millions of years. Physical processes control the movement of carbon between stores on land, the oceans and the atmosphere. Changes to the most important stores of carbon and carbon fluxes are a result of physical and human processes. The water and carbon cycles and the role of feedbacks in and between the two cycles, provide a context for developing an understanding of climate change. Anthropogenic climate change poses a serious threat to the health of the planet. There is a range of adaptation and mitigation strategies that could be used, but for them to be successful they require global agreements as well as national actions
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	Subject Curriculum Overview: Yr13 (Edexcel)
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	Topic 1: Health, Human Rights and Migration

	Duration: Term 1,2 and 3

	Content:  Traditional definitions of development are based largely on economic measures but have been increasingly challenged by broader definitions based on environmental, social and political quality of life with many new measures used to record progress at all scales in human rights and human welfare. There are variations in the norms and laws of both national and global institutions that impact on decisions made at all scales, from local to global. These decisions lead to a wide range of geopolitical interventions via international and national policies, from development aid through to military campaigns. The impact of geopolitical interventions on both human health and wellbeing and human rights is variable and contested, with some groups appearing to benefit disproportionately, which can lead to increasing inequalities and injustice.

	Topic 1: Water insecurity

	Duration:  Term 1,2 and 3

	Content:  Water plays a key role in supporting life on earth. The water cycle operates at a variety of spatial scales and also at short- and long-term timescales, from global to local. Physical processes control the circulation of water between the stores on land, in the oceans, in the cryosphere, and the atmosphere. Changes to the most important stores of water are a result of both physical and human processes. Water insecurity is becoming a global issue with serious consequences and there is a range of different approaches to managing water supply.
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