	Year 7 Philosophy and Beliefs Curriculum Overview
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	Subject: Philosophy and Beliefs
	Year: Year 7  -  Understanding Perspectives

	

	Topic 1: What is the Love of Wisdom?
	Topic 2: What are similarities and differences between the 6 major world faiths?
	Topic 3: Are the teachings of Jesus still relevant?

	Duration: 
12 lessons over 2 terms
	Duration: 
12 lessons over 2 terms
	Duration: 
12 lessons over 2 terms

	Content: 
Philosophy is the love of wisdom and the search for knowledge. Within this topic we help pupils deepen their questioning and encourage them to search for the meaning in everything humans do. To successfully achieve this goal; we explore different types of knowledge to understand what it means for something to be ‘true’ and we research key influential philosophers to apply their ideologies in our studies.

At the end of the topic, pupils are assessed on their creative thinking skills. The assessment encapsulates the essence of the topic and promotes creativity as well as deeper thinking.
	Content: 
Within this topic we will explore the similarities and differences between the 6 Major World faiths by studying their origins, beliefs, traditions, and celebrations through a thematic lens. This allows pupils to deepen their understanding of the connections that the religions share as well as how they differ. The lessons lead into the final assessment which considers the idea that the 6 Major World Faiths have more in common than differences.

By exploring the different religions, it provides pupils with a summary of the core beliefs in each religion which they can then apply to ‘Ultimate Questions’ which we will look at Year 8 and Year 9.
	Content: 
The teachings of Jesus inspire people to do the most loving thing. To gain greater understanding we first study the origins of Christianity building upon our knowledge from the previous topic and develop our understanding of who Jesus was really and the importance of his life, death and resurrection. 

We then explore the concepts of Agape and forgiveness through the lens of ‘What Would Jesus Do?’ and compare it the ethical issues surrounding the Sanctity of Life. Throughout the topic we use religious quotes to enhance pupils learning which they will then apply to the final assessment question.

	8 Key concepts students need to understand (Core Knowledge): 
1. Philosophy
2. Socratic Questioning
3. Allegory
4. Eudemonia
5. Empirical Knowledge
6. Rational Knowledge
7. Authoritarian Knowledge
8. Belief

	8 Key concepts students need to understand (Core Knowledge): 
1. Abrahamic
2. Dharmic
3. Beliefs
4. Traditions
5. Authority
6. Morality
7. Worship
8. Pilgrimages
	8 Key concepts students need to understand (Core Knowledge): 
1. Decalogue
2. Tolerance
3. Salvation
4. The Golden Rule
5. Miracles
6. Agape
7. Forgiveness
8. Sanctity of Life


	

	SMSC Opportunities (including evidence of British Values)
	Out of classroom opportunities
	Assessment opportunities (Please see Assessment Calendar on Website)

	Within Topic 1, we encourage all pupils to question everything to do with humans including what makes something true and real. This encourages individual liberty and is continuously promoting throughout the subject in KS3.

Promotion of British Values can be seen through exploring a range of cultures within our society providing pupils with the knowledge to develop tolerance of others and their beliefs. This is particularly evident within Topic 2 where we explore a range of beliefs both around the world and within a local setting (e.g. Bristol Trip).

Within Topic 3, we encourage mutual respect through the teachings of Jesus (to do the most loving thing). As well as, through the debating of ethical issues for the Sanctity of Life where pupils opinions will vary and they need to be able to elaborate or oppose the viewpoints.




	 Topic 1
· Philosophy Club (Pupils to explore classic philosophical problems and debates).

Topic 2 
· Christianity Club @ Lunchtime
· Celebrating different Holy Days e.g. Eid, Wesak, etc. within the tutor programme. (AH to create Holy Days calendar and teaching materials for a Holy Day for each religion).
· visiting different places of worship  

Topic 3 
· Christianity Club @ Lunchtime (Tues & Thurs)


	Each topic pupils are to complete 2 ‘Effort Assessment’ (L6 and L12). This will include them self-reflecting over the topic and creating a targets for how they  can move forward with their learning.

At the end of each topic (L11) pupils are to complete a summative assessment:

Topic 1 

Thinking about thinking: How creative am I?

Topic 2 

How far do you agree that the major World Religions have more in common than they do differences?

Topic 3 

How far do you agree that Agape is the most important lesson Jesus taught us?







	Year 8 Philosophy and Beliefs Curriculum Overview
	Subject Curriculum Overview


[image: Graphical user interface, text

Description automatically generated][image: Graphical user interface, text, chat or text message

Description automatically generated]
	Subject: Religion & Philosophy 
	Year: Year 8  -  Human Experience and Divinity 

	

	Topic 1: What is the best way to find real happiness?
	Topic 2:  What is the purpose of Evil & Suffering?
	Topic 3:  How successful have we been in proving the existence of God?

	Duration: 12 lessons over 2 terms
	Duration: 12 lessons over 2 terms 
	Duration: 12 lessons over 2 terms

	Content:  
This unit further develops knowledge and understanding of the life and key teachings of the Buddha. It builds on knowledge, understanding and concepts acquired in Key Stage 2 and also provide an introduction to Buddhism for pupils who have not been taught it before.
This includes significant events and experiences in the Buddha's life, the Four Noble Truths and the concepts of Anatta and Annica. The lens is firmly put on how the search for happiness can be a spiritual journey for humans and how it contributes to the nature of being human.
	Content: 
Evil and suffering present a big problem for those who believe that God is all-loving and all-powerful.
As Hume put it, "Is he willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then is he impotent. Is he able, but not willing?
This topic offers the students to explore why evil and suffering are problems for people who believe in God and how religious believers respond to it.
This topic will develop further the students understanding of Dukkha.
	Content: 
No lasting scientific evidence of God's existence has been found. Therefore, in the case of a worldview that relies solely on scientific evidence, whether or not God exists is unknown; or even, God does not exist (depending on the strength of such a worldview).
This topic considers how things are proved to exist. Students will also evaluate the debates that claim to prove, and disprove, the existence of God and develops from the preceding topic.


	8 Key concepts students need to understand (Core Knowledge): 
1. Dukkha
2. Impermanence
3. Anatta
4. Nirvana
5. Sangha
6. 4 Noble truths
7. Precepts
8. Dharma

	8 Key concepts students need to understand (Core Knowledge): 
1. The Fall
2. Augustinian  theodicy
3. Irenaean theodicy
4. Free will
5. Omnipotence
6. Omnipresence
7. Omniscience
8. Benevolence
	8 Key concepts students need to understand (Core Knowledge): 
1. Atheist
2. Agnostic
3. Theist
4. Cosmological
5. Teleological
6. Humanism
7. Evolution
8. Conscience 


	

	SMSC Opportunities (including evidence of British Values)
	Out of classroom opportunities
	Assessment opportunities (Please see Assessment Calendar on Website)

	Students are expected to justify personal responses to moral issues and listen to the opinions of others. Issues of right and wrong, and good and bad are explored consistently and pupils are often asked to approach topics including; prejudice & discrimination, capital punishment, homosexuality, animal rights, objectively which requires them to reflect on their own personal thoughts and allows them to understand the viewpoints of other people.
Discussion is central to most Religion & Philosophy. This encourages pupils to become skilled in speaking and listening. Social education involves exploring similarities and differences in religions and cultures through which pupils can start to link religion to personal action in everyday life. This is also reflected in their relations with others in the classroom and their ability to work productively with their peers.
Pupils will learn about other religions, giving them an opportunity to appreciate what it means to belong to a religious group. Within major world religions pupils will explore differences between denominations and understand the origins of differences which are often cultural. Pupils will cover the meaning of belonging to a multi-faith ever changing society.

	Topic 1 

Possibility of visiting Buddhist Temple Bristol -

Topic 2 

 Christianity Club @ Lunchtime
Discuss The Fall

Topic 3

Philosophy Club (Pupils to explore classic philosophical problems and debates e.g. Dualism)

	
Each topic pupils are to complete 2 ‘Effort Assessment’ (L6 and L12). This will include them self-reflecting over the topic and creating a targets for how they  can move forward with their learning.

Topic 1 

How far would Siddhartha Gautama agree that Dukkha is the most important lesson he taught?

Topic 2

How far do you agree that the existence of Evil proves there is no God’ Evaluate this statement?

Topic 3

How far do you agree that  evidence for the existence of God outweighs the evidence that He doesn’t exist?









	Year 9 Philosophy and Beliefs Curriculum Overview
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	Subject: Philosophy and Beliefs – Y9: The Human Experience 

	Topic 1: Ethics and Morality
	Topic 2: Life and Death
	Topic 3: Nature and the Value of Human Life

	Duration: Term 1 and 2
	Duration: Term 3 and 4
	Duration: Term 5 and 6

	Content: What are ethics and how do people decide what is right and wrong?

Using their studies into the nature of god and suffering in Y8 as a spring board, learners will look more holistically in this module at notions of right and wrong as well as how they are determined. This will both be based in exploration of different philosophical examples and religious perspectives to morality but also subsequently allow learners the opportunity for introspection and to consider their own ethical positioning and where it may come from. 
	Content: What is death and what happens after it?

To continue the general theme of ‘the human experience’, learners will now look to explore the fundamental certainties of life and subsequent death. Within this module philosophical ideas concerning both life within the context of death, death as a concept as well as the soul will be compared and contrasted with the views of a range of religious beliefs including Islam, Christianity and Buddhism. This will help to develop prior learning surrounding these religions and enable opportunity for long term memory recall. Additionally, it will also support the learners in seeing the interactional nature of philosophy and religion and how all they have studied links through the human condition.  

	Content: What does it means to be human? 

Building on the previous two Y9 modules as well as prior learning in other years on religious attitudes, this module looks to lead learners into what will be the culmination of their KS3 Philosophy and Beliefs education.   

It specifically focuses on humanity both from the position of both an individual and a collective, comparing and contrasting different philosophical and religious views in order to explore the value and nature life, contrasting the prior module which viewed life from view of death. This will be done by exploring notions of ‘free will’, understanding differing religious views to the meaning for life while also analysing the uniqueness of humanity amongst other things. As with all modules, the aim is not only to ensure learners have a strong theoretical understanding of the different views, but are able to explore and rationalise their own views in an articulate and academic manner.

	8 Key concepts students need to understand (Core Knowledge): Relativism, Absolutism, Logical Fallacies, Virtue Ethics, Utilitarianism, Duty Ethics, Plato’s Ring of Gyges, Religions and Animal Rights, Religion and the Death Penalty.
	8 Key concepts students need to understand (Core Knowledge): Reincarnation, Heaven and Hell, What is a Soul, Descartes Dualism, Meaning of Death, Value of Life, Different approaches to Afterlife, How Humans rationalise death. 
	8 Key concepts students need to understand (Core Knowledge): Personhood, Uniqueness of Humanity, Purpose of Life, Determinism, Free Will, Utopian vs Dystopian futures, Existentialism, Absurdism   

	SMSC Opportunities (including evidence of British Values)
British Values: Individual liberties and mutual respect/ tolerance for others faiths are seen to be highlighted throughout, with the very nature of the subject enabling learners to gain insight into a wide range of views and explore their own ideas and rights. 
SMSC: In similar regard to the above British values, learners will be offered a range of chances to interact and explore spiritual, moral, social and cultural elements throughout this scheme of work. 

Specific examples of this are; 

Class and Collective Debate: Topics such as ethics and morality not only offer the chance for class debate and discussion, but the opportunity for a school wide formalised debate, allowing learners to engage as a student body and apply their learning. 

Trip Opportunities: The theoretical and conceptual bases to these three topics makes them applicable to a range of different external trips. For example, learners could look to go to London for the day visiting the Holocaust exhibit at the Imperial War Museum and explore the how morality and ethical ideas are warped to justify and rationalise people committing terrible acts. 


	Assessment opportunities (Please see Assessment Calendar on Website)
This will take a similar format to prior KS3 assessments however deviate in term 6 with the overarching theme of the entire KS3 scheme of work being tested as a culmination of all their learning over three years. Similarly, formative knowledge assessments will be set mid-way through each topic to help highlight misconceptions and embed key knowledge. 

Topic 1 – Applying Ethical and Moral structures to a hypothetical scenario. This will not only demonstrate understanding of the concepts studied but allow learners the opportunities to critically evaluate and draw academically supported conclusions.

Topic 2 – Comparative exploration into views on life after death. Similarly, to topic one this will allow learners to show understanding through application of knowledge while also explore and show the extent of the wider debate on this topic. 

Topic 3 – Culminative assessment which looks to assess learning and development over KS3.



image1.png
CORSHAM
CHARACTER




image2.png
SCHOOL

ACADEMY GROUS





