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Dear Year 13 Students
r.e: Information for A-level Results Day – Thursday 13 August 2026
I hope you are all enjoying a well-earned summer after completing what have undoubtedly been two of the most important and demanding years of your education to date.
While the examinations are thankfully now behind you, results day is naturally beginning to come into focus. For many of you, Thursday 13 August will be the start of an exciting new chapter; for others, it may bring unexpected decisions or changes of direction. Whatever your circumstances, please remember that you will not be facing the day alone.
The Sixth Form team will be available in the Sixth Form Centre from 8.00am until 12.00pm to celebrate your successes, answer your questions and support you with whatever decisions you may need to make. If your plans change unexpectedly, please come and speak to us as early as possible during the morning. The earlier we can begin working through your options together, the more time we will have to help.
The information below explains what to expect on results day and outlines the support available should you need it.

1. Preparing for Results Day
Even if you are feeling confident, it is always sensible to prepare for every possibility.
Before results day, make sure you have access to:
· Your UCAS Hub login details and UCAS ID.
· Your GCSE results.
· A copy of your personal statement.
· Contact details for any universities you may wish to speak to, including those you have already applied to and any institutions you may consider through Clearing.
· A notebook and pen for recording important information.
· A fully charged mobile phone.
If you become eligible for Clearing, your Clearing number will appear automatically in UCAS Hub.
Although I sincerely hope you achieve exactly the grades you are hoping for, spending a little time researching alternative courses or universities beforehand can make an enormous difference should you unexpectedly need to reconsider your options.
Most importantly, try to get a good night's sleep beforehand. By this stage, your results are already determined. Whatever happens on the day, remaining calm and approaching each decision carefully will always place you in the strongest possible position.

2. Collecting Your Results
Results may be collected from the Sixth Form Centre from 8.00am on Thursday 13 August 2026.
UCAS receives your examination results directly from the awarding bodies and your UCAS Hub will usually begin updating shortly afterwards. Because of the volume of activity nationally, this process can sometimes take a little time, so please be patient if your application status does not update immediately.
Even if your university place has already been confirmed through UCAS, you should still collect your examination results so that you know your individual grades.
If you are unable to collect your results personally, please let the school know beforehand so alternative arrangements can be made.
Should you need to contact universities regarding Clearing or your application, they will normally need to speak directly with you rather than a parent or member of staff.
If your UCAS Hub has still not updated by mid-morning, contact your university's admissions office directly, as they may still be processing their decisions.

3. If You Meet Your Firm Offer
Congratulations!
Once your UCAS Hub confirms your place, your university will send further information about enrolment, accommodation and the next stages of joining them.
If you later decide that you no longer wish to accept your confirmed place, you may choose to decline it and enter Clearing. This is a significant decision, as it will cancel your place entirely, so please seek advice before doing so.
Similarly, if your results exceed your expectations and you decide you would prefer to study elsewhere or pursue a different course, Clearing remains available to you. It is not solely intended for students who have missed their offers.



4. If You Narrowly Miss Your Offer
Receiving slightly lower grades than expected can feel disappointing, but it does not necessarily mean your university place has been lost.
Many universities continue to accept students who narrowly miss their conditions, while others may offer an alternative course. Check your UCAS Hub carefully before making any decisions.
If your university has not yet confirmed your place, contact its admissions team to discuss your situation. Where appropriate, we can also advise you about the post-results review process and whether this may affect your application.
If your firm choice is unable to offer you a place, your options may include:
· Accepting your insurance offer.
· Applying through Clearing.
· Retaking qualifications and reapplying next year.
· Taking a different pathway before applying again in the future.
We will be happy to discuss each of these options with you individually.

5. If You Meet Your Insurance Offer
Well done.
If your insurance choice confirms your place, take some time to review the information they send you regarding accommodation, enrolment and finance.
Remember that you should also update your student finance application to reflect your confirmed destination if it differs from your original first choice.

6. If Your Results Are Significantly Different from Your Expectations
If your results are lower than you hoped, try not to panic.
Your first step should always be to check UCAS Hub, as universities sometimes confirm places despite grades being below the original offer.
If neither your firm nor insurance choice is able to offer you a place, there are still many positive options available, including:
· Applying for a university place through Clearing.
· Retaking qualifications and applying again next year.
· Considering a foundation year.
· Pursuing an apprenticeship or higher-level training.
· Taking a structured gap year before reapplying.
Above all, please don't feel that you have to make life-changing decisions in a hurry. We are here to help you consider your options carefully before committing to your next steps.
Remember – There Is Always Another Route; it is perfectly normal for plans to change.
Many students decide to defer university, gain valuable work experience, travel, complete an apprenticeship or strengthen their applications before applying again the following year. These are not setbacks; for many students they become the experiences that shape their future success.
Take time to make the decision that feels right for you rather than feeling pressured into making an immediate choice.

Finally...
Whatever your results may be, please remember that one set of examination grades does not define you or determine your future.
Over the past two years we have watched you develop not only academically, but also as mature, thoughtful and resilient young adults. We are incredibly proud of everything you have contributed to Corsham Sixth Form, and it has been a genuine privilege to work alongside you.
For many of you, results day will be the beginning of an exciting new chapter. For others, it may involve taking a different route than originally planned. Neither outcome changes how highly we think of you, and there will always be opportunities ahead. If your circumstances change, please come and speak to us before making any important decisions. We are here to help, and we will do everything we can to support you in finding the pathway that is right for you.
Thank you for everything you have given to our Sixth Form community. I wish every one of you the very best of luck for results day and every success and happiness in whatever comes next.
I look forward to seeing many of you on Thursday 13 August 2026.

With my very best wishes,
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Matt Kingscote
Assistant Headteacher & Head of Corsham Sixth form
Email: mkingscote@corsham.wilts.sch.uk
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