
AO1 
Contextual 
understanding 

AO2 
Experimenting and 
refining 

AO3 
Reflective recording 

AO4 
Personal presentation 

Developing your ideas Creative making Observation and evaluation Final outcomes 

 
Make mindmaps, collect inspiring 
images on moodboards. 
 

Research lots of relevant 
photographers. 
Make comparisons between your 
images and the work of other 
photographers. 
Analyse photographs using KITE. 
Make this a creative 
presentation. 
 

Prepare photoshoot plans, 
showing ideas and intentions, 
with thumbnail sketches, eg: as 
storyboards. 
 

Take plenty of photos and/or 
photoshoots. Successful work is 
likely to be cohesive (ie: similar, 
related, planned, etc.) and 
genuinely influenced by the work 
of other photographers, artists, 
designers, or craftspeople. 
 

Explain your ideas regularly. 
 

 
Choose a range of tools, 
resources and techniques. 
Explore and experiment with 
them.  
 

Show technical skill using your 
camera, the darkroom or 
Photoshop. Demonstrate you can 
manage and experiment with  
materials and techniques well.  
 

Show 2-3 alternative edits for 
each image. Present all images 
you make or edit (do not delete)! 
 

Use your skills to improve and 
refine your work. Show the 
stages of your editing, not just 
the final result. Revisit images to 
improve and refine them further. 

 
Draw sketches for photoshoot 
ideas and plans. 
 

Take lots of photographs for 
each shoot. Present all 
photographs taken (do not 
delete any)! Show technical skill 
using your camera. Experiment 
with camera techniques. 
 

Annotate your work. Use WWW 
and EBI for a page of work rather 
than individual images. 
 

Draw (or trace) composition 
diagrams. 
 

Compare and contrast different 
versions of your own photos, as 
well as with the work of others.  
 

Evaluate your work and suggest 
next steps to improve your 
pictures or project. 
 

Create a rating system for your 
work, eg: a yellow sticker beside 
your favourite edits. 
 

 
Your project should start and 
finish, with linked stages in 
between.  
 

Extend your rating system with 
red stickers for your best 
pictures from each photoshoot. 
 

Make a small group of ‘best-of’ 
photos for each photoshoot after 
editing. 
 

Complete your project with a set 
of images that are related to 
previous edits and the 
photographers you have looked 
at.  
 

Make prints, use mixed media or 
assemble 3D objects.   
 

Your finals should have a similar 
theme or subject matter, and use 
similar techniques. 
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