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In Corsham6th, we offer students a variety of 
courses and opportunities which are designed in 
a coherent and well thought out way to ensure 
that students can follow a curriculum that is 
tailored to their needs. We aim to develop the 
knowledge and skills sets needed in their future 
study and careers. Study Programmes will have a 
mixture of academic study and other activities 
such as tutorials, career and job guidance, 
mentoring younger students, coaching, 
enrichment studies, personal and social 
development and work experience. Full time 
students are expected to follow a planned 
learning programme which has a mixture of these 
activities and planned study time. The academic 
courses we offer are A Levels, BTECs and GCSEs. 
Access to the courses depends on the 
qualifications a student has already achieved.  
We have pathways based on prior achievements.

A LEVEL PATHWAY 

Students with 5 GCSEs at Grade 5 or equivalent can 
consider the A level pathway. However, with a subject 
that was studied at GCSE we usually require a grade 6  
at GCSE. 

All subjects on offer at Corsham 6th are “linear” where 
the assessment comes at the end of two years. For the  
A Level  Pathway, students choose typically 3 subjects. 
Students will also be timetabled for the EPQ and  
Core sessions.  

BTEC OR CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL  
LEVEL 3 PATHWAY 

We offer a choice of: 

•    LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN CRIMINOLOGY 

•    LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 

•    LEVEL 3 CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL IN SPORT & 
      PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 

•    LEVEL 3 SUBSIDIARY DIPLOMA FOR MUSIC 
      PRACTITIONERS 

More details about these courses can be found in the 
Vocational Courses section of this Prospectus. 

GCSE MATHS AND ENGLISH RESITS 

Students joining us in Year 12, must study maths and/or 
English as part of their timetable if they do not hold a 
GCSE grade 4 or above in English and/or maths. This is a 
legal requirement.  

COURSES & STUDY 
PROGRAMMES 
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CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

Students who want to pursue a career in art will be 
eligible to apply for a Foundation (pre-degree) course in 
Art and Design at Trowbridge College or Bath College. 
This course enables students to gain experience of a 
range of 2D and 3D specialist skills in order to apply for a 
degree course in Fine Art, Graphic Design, Illustration, 
Interior Design, Theatre Design, Fashion, Textiles, and 
Animation as well as a range of other combination 
courses. Competition for places has always been keen 
but we have been very successful in recent years and 
many students have gone on to study Art on Degree 
courses throughout the country. For students who do not 
want a career in the Art industry, the course counts 
towards points required for University entrance in most 
other subjects. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Grade 5 at GCSE Art, Graphics, Textiles or Photography 

COURSE CONTENT 

Personal investigation: 60%  
Externally set assignment: 40% 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Work will be assessed by your teacher and externally 
moderated by AQA. 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

The Advanced level course is a two-year course. The 
course aims to develop visual language by broadening 
and improving skills learned at GCSE level, as well as 
investigating both traditional and contemporary 
techniques. 

This is a worthwhile subject to study in the 6th Form, as it 
really promotes creative thinking, and communication 
through visual language. Students have found the 
content of this course to be enjoyable and stimulating 
and their engagement with the course is illustrated by 
the successful results gained in recent years. For more 
information talk to your Art teacher.

ART & DESIGN: 
FINE ART 
BOARD: AQA

COURSE OUTLINE 

A-level Fine Art enables candidates to 
develop personal responses to ideas, 
observations, experiences, environments 
and cultures. Our course provides a practical 
Art course which enables students to work 
to their strengths and provides an 
appropriate foundation for further study. 

scan here  
to visit  
our YouTube  
channel
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CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

Students who want to pursue a career in Art will be 
eligible to apply for a Foundation (pre-degree) course in 
Art and Design at Trowbridge College or Bath College. 
This course enables students to gain experience of a 
range of 2D and 3D specialist skills in order to apply for a 
degree course in Fine Art, Graphic Design, Illustration, 
Interior Design, Theatre Design, Fashion, Textiles, and 
Animation as well as many more combined courses. 
Competition for places has always been keen but we 
have been very successful in recent years and many 
students have gone on to study Art on degree courses 
throughout the country and also as an A level counting 
towards points required for University entrance in most 
other subjects. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Grade 5 at GCSE Art or Art Textiles 

COURSE CONTENT 

Personal investigation: 60%  
Externally set assignment: 40% 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Work will be assessed by your teacher and externally 
moderated by AQA. 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

The Advanced level course is a two-year course. The 
course aims to develop their practical skills using Textiles 
within Art, by broadening and improving skills learned at 
GCSE level, as well as investigating the history of textiles 
within fashion. 

This is a worthwhile subject to study in the 6th form, as it 
really promotes creative thinking, and communication 
through experimentation with Textile Materials. For more 

information talk to your Textiles 
or Art Teacher. 

ART & DESIGN: 
TEXTILES 
BOARD: AQA

COURSE OUTLINE 

A-level Textiles enables candidates to 
develop personal responses to ideas, 
observations, experiences, environments 
and cultures. Our course provides a practical 
creative Textiles course which enables 
students to work to their strengths and 
provides an appropriate foundation for 
further study. 

scan here  to visit  our YouTube  channel
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scan here  
to visit  
our YouTube  
channel

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

Choose this subject as a stepping stone to a particular 
career path but also purely if you just enjoy the subject. 

Our understanding of living organisms continues to 
develop at an increasingly fast pace enabling new 
exciting applications in areas such as Medicine, Forensic 
Science, Agriculture, Conservation and Biotechnology. 
Biology continues to be a contemporary science. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

It is useful in preparing students for a career in Medicine, 
Biochemistry, Forensic Sciences, Ecology, Agriculture, 
Microbiology, Nutrition, Leisure courses and 
Biotechnology. The analytical skills developed during 
the course are also recognised by a wide variety of non-
scientific institutions/vocations. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Grade 6 in GCSE Combined Science or Biology  
Grade 4 in maths 

COURSE CONTENT 

Year 12 

Biological molecules 

Cells 

Organisms exchange substances with their environment 

Genetic information, variation and relationships 
between organisms 

YEAR 13 

In addition to the core content listed above students  
will study the following during year 13: 

Energy transfers in and between organisms 

Organisms respond to changes in their internal and 
external environments 

Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems 

The control of gene expression 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS  
Paper 1 (35% of total mark) assesses any content from 
topics 1–4, including relevant practical skills (Year 12) 

Paper 2 (35% of total mark) assesses any content from 
topics 5–8, including relevant practical skills (Year 13) 

Paper 3 (30% of total mark) assesses any content from 
topics 1–8, including relevant practical skills 

All 3 written papers are sat at the end of year 13. 

BIOLOGY
BOARD: AQA

COURSE OUTLINE 

The course considers many areas of Biology. 
The general principles of all living things are 
studied at a molecular and cellular level and 
the knowledge gained is used to understand 
the whole organism. In addition, the genetic 
and ecological relationships between 
organisms are considered. 
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WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

Have you ever wondered: 

Why there are so many different mobile phone tariffs? 

Why T-Mobile and Orange merged to create EE? 

Why Coca-Cola is the biggest selling soft drink in 
history? 

Why are McDonalds, the home of the hamburger and 
high fat foods, now selling salads? 

A Level Business Studies helps to answer these questions 
through considering real-life businesses and the way in 
which accepted business theory relates to their 
operation. By studying the theory and applying it to the 
real world you will be able to better understand how 
decisions are made and can then make informed 
judgements. You will be encouraged to use these 
elements in a complementary way to recognise, define, 
analyse and evaluate problems in the world of business. 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

GCSE Grade 5 in English and mathematics 

COURSE CONTENT 

Theme 1: Marketing and people  
Theme 2: Managing business activities  
Theme 3: Business decisions and strategy  
Theme 4: Global business 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Three external examinations at the end of two years one 
of which is based on pre-seen material. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

Business A Level is a good foundation for both higher 
education and employment. This course helps develop 
research, application and evaluative skills which are 
desired by potential universities and employers. The 
qualification will help with a career in a number of the 
service industries such as financial, retail, hospitality as well 
as the public sector. It will also help for entry to numerous 
business-related degree courses, many of which offer 

work placements to help you 
get established in the large 
private sector corporations. 

BUSINESS
BOARD: EDEXCEL

COURSE OUTLINE 

Our A Level Business qualification allows 
students to study business concepts and 
theories and apply them to business 
situation. The assessment is through three 
external examinations. This A Level will allow 
students to gain knowledge and 
understanding of how businesses operate in 
the current global environment. There will 
also be a focus on business decision making 
and developing appropriate strategies.

scan here  to visit  our YouTube  channel
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scan here  
to visit  
our YouTube  
channel

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

For any future career in science and technology 
Chemistry is the central science. It combines very well 
with other sciences such as Physics/Biology but also 
links with a wide range of social sciences and even  
arts subjects. 

Experience a wide range of practical activities;  
much learning is carried out through ‘hands on’ 
experimental work. 

A wide variety of teaching and learning styles are used to 
aid understanding such as student presentations, data 
logging, model building and competitions. 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry or Combined Science  
Grade 5 in maths 

COURSE CONTENT 

There is no coursework assessment in this course  
Module 1: Development of Practical Skills in Chemistry  
Module 2: Foundations in Chemistry 
Module 3: Periodic Table and Energy  
Module 4: Core Organic Chemistry 
Module 5: Physical Chemistry and Transition Elements 
Module 6: Organic Chemistry and Analysis 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

3 terminal exams 
Practical skills endorsement 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

An A level in Chemistry will allow you to gain access to a 
wide range of higher education courses. 

Chemistry is a ‘must have’ for medicine, veterinary 
science, environmental sciences, dentistry, biological 
sciences, etc. 

CHEMISTRY
BOARD: OCR 

COURSE OUTLINE 

At Advanced level you will study and 
investigate the elements and compounds 
that make the materials that we use every 
day. You find out how substances interact 
and how they influence our environment. 
Also, you will have the opportunity to learn 
about and make compounds with a wide 
range of interesting properties. 
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Programming Project In this unit students will be expected 
to analyse, design, develop, test, evaluate and document a 
program written in a suitable programming language. 
Students are expected to apply appropriate principles from 
an agile development approach to the project. 

Assessment Details This qualification consists of two 
examined components (Units 1 and 2) and a moderated 
non-exam assessment component (Unit 3). The two 
examinations are of 2 hours and 30 minutes duration, 
each worth 40% of the overall mark. The non-exam 
assessment component is weighted at 20%. 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

If you enjoy a hands-on approach to the technologies of 
today, or enjoy problem solving and developing 
solutions then this course will be of interest. In a world 
dominated by IT there can be little doubt that there is a 
need for individuals with the knowledge and skills to 
develop the technologies of the future. An A level in 
Computer Science will provide the vital first step on that 
road. As well as being a useful qualification for general IT 
use it is also a vital qualification for anyone wishing to 
study an IT or computing related course at further 
education, University or as part of employment training. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

A Level Computer Science is rigorous, challenging and 
enjoyable subject that is recognised as such by all the 
major Universities. Computer Science involves everyone, 
in every walk of life, so your career opportunities are 
endless. If you study Sciences, Design, Business or 
Maths as well as Computer Science you’re sure to 
become very employable. Jobs such as scientist, an 
engineer, a computer programmer or a medical scientist 
could be up for grabs. Alternatively, you might fancy 
Education, Teaching or IT as an alternative career path. 
Combine Computer Science with creative subjects such 
as Art, Media and Photography and a world of Digital 
Creativity opens up before you. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Grade 6   in G C S E  Computing and maths GCSE  
at Grade 5 

COURSE CONTENT 

Computer systems Students will earn about the 
components of a computer and their uses including the 
internal workings of the Central Processing Unit (CPU), 
types of processor and input, output and storage. The 
unit also looks at software and software development, 
the exchanging of data through databases, networks 
and web technologies. The unit finishes with a 
consideration of data types, data structures and 
algorithms and also looks at software development, data 
types and legal and ethical issues. 

Algorithms and programming This unit builds on the 
Computer Systems unit. In it, students will learn what it 
means to engage in computational thinking and 
understand programming techniques and computational 
methods. Students will also study the use of algorithms 
to describe problems and standard algorithms. 

COMPUTER 
SCIENCE
BOARD: OCR

COURSE OUTLINE 

Our A level Computer Science course aims 
to provide learners with an understanding 
of, and ability to apply, the principles and 
concepts of computer science, to  analyse  
problems in computational terms writing 
programs to do so. 

scan here  to visit  our YouTube  channel
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ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Component 1 - 20% of qualification Theatre Workshop. 
An internally assessed and externally moderated 
component. 
Component 2 - 40% of qualification Text in action. 
Externally assessed by a visiting examiner. 
Component 3 - 40% of qualification Text in Performance 
A written examination of 2 hours and 30 minutes. 
Sections A and B. 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

Drama and Theatre studies is demanding but very 
enjoyable. Fostering communication, presentation, 
confidence through performance and collaboration with 
others it offers an excellent qualification for university 
entry. Drama and Theatre Studies students have the key 
skills that many universities and employers are looking for 
no matter what kind of career you are thinking of though 
it is seen as a particular asset for competitive fields such 
as Law. Drama and Theatre Studies students will also 
have the opportunity to support Key Stage 3 lessons and 
manage Key Stage 3 Drama club in addition to staging a 
production at Christmas time, possibly linked to the EPQ. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

Drama & Theatre Studies students have the opportunity 
to go on to further training in the arts fields available at 
Universities and Drama Schools. However, students 
wishing to take this course do not necessarily have to be 
intending to follow a career in the Arts. The course is 
challenging and creative and builds on many transferable 
skills that are invaluable for many 
different careers including 
teaching.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Grade 5 in Drama if taken at GCSE or Grade 5 in English 
at GCSE. A high level of written English and academic 
essay skills are required as well as a keen interest in all 
aspects of theatre. Please note students will also be 
expected to attend live theatre performances to enhance 
their knowledge and understanding of theatre and 
support their exam assessment. 

COURSE CONTENT 

Theatre Workshop Learners participate in the creation, 
development and performance of a piece of theatre 
based on a reinterpretation of an extract from a text. The 
piece must be developed using the techniques of an 
influential theatre practitioner. Learners must produce 
- A realisation of the performance. 

Text in action Learners create and develop two 
performances based on a supplied stimulus. A devised 
piece using the techniques of an influential theatre 
practitioner. An extract from a text in a different style from 
the devised piece. This process is evaluated. 

Text in Performance Based on texts that have been 
practically explored in lessons and researched during 
the course. 

DRAMA & 
THEATRE
BOARD: WJEC EDUQAS GCE A LEVEL

COURSE OUTLINE 

Students will gain a knowledge and 
understanding of theatre practice through 
their own engagement with the medium as 
performer, director, maker, critic and audience 
member. Students will achieve a thorough 
understanding of drama and theatre with: 
highly- toned analytical and creative skills and 
an ability to communicate effectively with 
others by working as a team; and effectively 
using decision-making and problem-solving 
strategies. 

scan here  
to visit  
our YouTube  
channel
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WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

Have you been effected by the rising price of petrol, the 
problems with the health service or the changes in the 
interest rate? Economics will help you look at these issues 
with a different perspective it will also help you understand 
why there is huge variation in prices and wages. You will 
be able to evaluate both the advantages and 
disadvantages of the UK leaving the EU. 

Studying economics provides a better understanding of 
both the national and global economy and the factors 
which influences government decisions and helps  
develop both analysis and evaluation skills. 

 

 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

GCSE Grade 5 in English and mathematics 

COURSE CONTENT 

Our A level in Economics covers the following topics 

•    Micro and Macro Economics 
•    Markets and Market Failure 
•    Performance of the UK Economy 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Three external examinations at the end of two years 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

An economic A level is a useful qualification for entry to 
numerous degree courses and careers. These may be 
related to finance or business such as banking, 
accountancy and management. Many universities 
welcome A level Economics as it requires students to be 
logical and rigorous as well as being able to express their 
ideas clearly.

ECONOMICS
BOARD: EDEXCEL

COURSE OUTLINE 

The aim of this course is to provide you with 
a critical understanding of the economic 
world in which you live by applying 
concepts to real world problems and 
situations. You should develop a greater 
understanding of contemporary economic 
issues such as unemployment, inflation, 
Brexit and government policy.

scan here  to visit  our YouTube  channel
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WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

Over 1.5 billion people worldwide speak English. This 
course will enable you to gain expertise in how language 
reflects society and how it is affected by a range of 
factors such as gender, technology, the media and the 
workplace. You will also study how young children learn 
to speak, read and write. The course covers how English 
is changing and diversifying to meet the needs of fast-
changing global use. In practical terms you will learn the 
rules for analysing any type of text. A further section of 
the course covers creative writing in which you will learn, 
from published authors, how to write most types of texts. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

The ability to use language skilfully is highly prized in 
every profession. This course will not only prepare you 
for further study of English, Media, Linguistics, Modern 
Languages, Journalism and Creative or Technical Writing 
but it will also give you the practical skills needed for any 
degree course. If you fancy a gap year you could teach 
English overseas.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

The minimum requirement is generally Grade 5 or higher 
in both English Language and Literature. 

COURSE CONTENT 

•    Textual variations and representations 
•    Children’s language development 
•    Language diversity and change 
•    Language discourses 
•    Writing skills 
•    Language Investigation 
•    Original writing 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Paper 1: Language, the Individual and Society. External 
Examination - 2.5 hours (40% of A Level)  

Paper 2: Language Diversity and Change. 

External Examination - 2.5 hours (40% of A Level) Non - 
examination assessment: Language Investigation and 
Original Writing (20% of A Level) 

ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
BOARD: AQA SPEC B 

COURSE OUTLINE 

This subject gives you opportunities to 
examine written and spoken English in all its 
variety. Through the systematic exploration 
of a range of current texts, you will learn how 
we acquire language, how it is evolving and 
how it is manipulated in different social 
contexts. The production of your own 
language investigation and original writing 
develops the skills needed for both 
technical and creative writing. 

scan here  
to visit  
our YouTube  
channel
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NON-EXAM ASSESSMENT 

THEORY AND INDEPENDENCE 

Study of two texts of your choice: one poetry and one 
prose text, informed by study of the Critical Anthology. 

SET TEXTS 

Unit 1: Tragedy - 'King Lear', 'Tess of the d'Urbervilles' 
and 'Death of a Salesman' 

Unit 2: Elements of political and social protest writing 

William Blake poetry: 'Songs of Innocence and 
Experience', 'The Handmaids Tale', and 'The Kite runner' 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

This course allows you to study a wide range of books 
and to explore the ideas and issues arising from them 
through discussions and written activities. You will be 
shown how to become more independent and analytical 
in response to texts, but you will also be given a chance 
to respond in a more creative and personal manner. The 
course assessment arrangements offer both coursework 
and examinations. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

English Literature is a subject which opens doors to more 
degrees and professions, for example Law. It is also a 
useful subject to study in conjunction with others, 
leading to higher education courses of all types, because 
it combines a study of interesting and challenging works 
of literature with opportunities to develop a range of 
advanced analytical and communication skills. Such skills 
are also valued by employers.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

The minimum requirement is generally Grade 5 or higher 
in both English Language and Literature. 

COURSE CONTENT 

LITERARY GENRES 

Aspects of Tragedy 

Study of three texts: one Shakespeare text; a second 
drama text and one further text, of which one must be 
written pre-1900. 

TEXTS AND GENRES 

Elements of Political Writing 

Study of three texts: one post-2000 prose text; one poetry 
and one further text, one of which must be written pre-1900. 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Unit 1 – written exam of 2 hours 30 minutes; closed 
book; worth 40% of A Level. 

Unit 2 – written exam of 3 hours; open book; 40% of A Level. 

Unit 3 – two essays of 1200-1500 words, each 
responding to a different text and linking to a different 

aspect of the Critical 
Anthology; 20% of A Level. 

ENGLISH 
LITERATURE
BOARD: AQA SPEC B

COURSE OUTLINE 

This course develops the enjoyment and 
appreciation of reading through the study of 
a range of literature. You are shown how to 
respond analytically and to explore your 
ideas through discussion and essays. 

scan here  to visit  our YouTube  channel
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scan here  
to visit  
our YouTube  
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ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Component 1: Varieties of film and film making. Written 
exam (35%) 

Component 2: Global filmmaking perspectives. Written 
exam (35%) 

Component 3: Production (non exam 30%) 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

Film is a key cultural innovation of the 20th century and a 
major art form of the last century. Those who study it 
bring with them a high degree of enthusiasm and 
excitement for what is a powerful and culturally 
significant medium.  

Practical production work is a crucial part of the course. 
Studying a diverse range of films is designed to give 
learners the opportunity to apply their knowledge and 
understanding of how films are constructed to their own 
filmmaking and screenwriting. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

A Level Film Studies provides an excellent progression to 
a range of higher education degrees and vocational level 
courses or to employment. 

Every year a number of our Film Studies students go on 
to study film in higher education – in both practical and 
theoretical courses and some our previous Film Studies 
students are working within 
the industry in a range  
of roles.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Students should have a Grade 5 in either English 
Language or English Literature. 

COURSE CONTENT 

Component 1: Varieties of film and film making 

Two films from Hollywood (1930-1990) are compared 
with specific focus on auteur theory. 

American Film since 2005 – two films are studied, one 
mainstream and one contemporary independent film 
with specific focus on spectatorship and ideology. 

British Film since 1995 – two films are studied with 
specific focus on narrative and ideology. 

Component 2: Global filmmaking perspectives 

Two films are studied: one European and one produced 
outside Europe. 

Documentary film – one film is explored with specific 
focus on critical debates and filmmakers’ theories. 

Film movements – one silent film (or group of silent short 
films) are studied with specific focus on critical debates. 

Film movements – one experimental film (1960 - 2000)  
is studied with specific focus on narrative and auteur 
theory. 

Component 3: Production  

A short film or a screenplay for a short film plus a digitally 
photographed storyboard of a key section from the 
screenplay. 

An evaluative analysis.

FILM STUDIES
BOARD: EDUQAS 

COURSE OUTLINE 

At the root of all film studies is a recognition 
that films are made: they are constructed 
using a range of elements – the key elements 
of films form. All films studied throughout 
the course will be analysed through an 
exploration of these key elements; how 
filmmakers use these key elements to create 
meaning and responses and the contexts in 
which these films are produced. 

71610 Corsham 6th Prospectus TEXT.qxp_Layout 1  06/10/2021  15:20  Page 13



14 www.corsham.wilts.sch.uk

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Listening, reading and translation - 50% - 2 hours and  
30 minutes 

Writing : two essays on books or films studied – 20%  
2 hours 

Speaking – 30% - 21-23 mins (includes 5 minutes’ prep) 
Part 1 Discussion of a sub-theme from any of the themes 1-
4 Part 2 Presentation and discussion of individual research 
project (of student’s choice) 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

Studying a language will greatly enhance travel 
opportunities and experiences. An A level in a language 
helps students develop confident, effective 
communication skills and a thorough understanding of 
contemporary issues in the many countries and 
communities where it is spoken. It develops an interest in, 
and enthusiasm for, language- learning and enables 
students to broaden their horizons through gaining an 
insight into different cultures. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

An A level in a language is highly-respected, either as a 
stand-alone qualification or as a lead-in to further study of 
the language. As well as the opportunity to study this at 
degree level, many universities will enable the 
combination of a language with a different main subject, 
with the possibility of undertaking a period of study or 
work experience in a foreign country. A degree in a 
language will enhance employment opportunities in 
governmental, scientific and financial fields as well as in 
business and the media.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Students must have a minimum of a Grade 6 at GCSE  
in French. 

COURSE CONTENT 

This is a four-unit specification which will enable students 
to write and speak in French for a variety of purposes, 
and to understand written and spoken language from a 
range of countries where that language is spoken. 

Theme 1 - Current trends in French speaking society: the 
changing nature of the family, the technological society, 
voluntary work 

Theme 2 - Artistic culture in the French speaking world: 
heritage, contemporary French music, cinema 

Theme 3 - Current issues in French speaking society: the 
advantages of a diverse community, life for marginalised 
people, the treatment of criminals 

Theme 4 - Political culture in the French speaking world: 
young people and the right to vote, protests and strikes, 
politics and immigration 

FRENCH
BOARD: AQA

COURSE OUTLINE 

A level languages rewards language skills 
and knowledge in student-focused 
assessments. With appealing content and 
opportunities to pursue individual areas of 
interest, it prepares students to be well- 
informed and effective communicators. 
This is a two-year linear course.

scan here  to visit  our YouTube  channel
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WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

If you feel you have a real flair for Mathematics then this 
would be a suitable course for you. You probably love 
solving mathematical problems, persevere with 
challenging stuff and get a real buzz when you finally find 
a solution. 

Projecting yourself into the future if you are considering a 
degree at university involving mathematics, physics, 
computer science or engineering then this course will be 
beneficial. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

Mathematics is a well-respected and sought-after subject 
by universities and employers, if you have two A levels in 
mathematics even better! The best universities will 
expect Further maths as an entry requirement for a maths 
degree and often for degrees in Computer Science, 
Physics and Engineering.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

You will need to be also studying A level Mathematics and 
to have achieved a Grade 7 at GCSE. Most importantly 
you will need to really enjoy doing mathematics. 

COURSE CONTENT 

The course covers numerous Further Pure Mathematics 
units extending the work covered in A level Mathematics 
as well as introducing new topics, alongside applied 
units in two of statistics, mechanics or decision 
mathematics. The course includes the themes below 

1.   Mathematical argument, language and proof 

2.  Mathematical problem solving 

3.  Mathematical modelling 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Four 1½ hour papers are sat at the end of Year 13. Two 
are Pure Mathematics only whilst the other two will 
contain a mixture of pure and applied questions. Each 
exam is worth 25% of the final mark.

FURTHER 
MATHS
BOARD: EDEXCEL  

COURSE OUTLINE 

Further Mathematics builds on the skills, 
knowledge and understanding set out in the 
whole GCSE subject content for 
mathematics and the subject content A-level 
Mathematics qualifications. The course is 
designed to reward students for 
demonstrating the ability to provide 
responses that draw together different areas 
of their knowledge, skills and understanding 
from across the full course of study. Problem 
solving, proof and mathematical modelling 
will be assessed in further mathematics in 
the context of the wider knowledge which 
students taking A level further mathematics 
will have studied. 

scan here  
to visit  
our YouTube  
channel
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ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Component 1 and 2 are assessed in examinations and 
Component 3 is assessed internally and moderated by the 
exam board. 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

Geography is useful. It offers you: 

Fieldwork skills: collect and process data and then present 
the findings 

ICT skills, including Geographic Information Systems, 
internet research, data handling 

Practical skills: use geography to solve many of  
society’s problems 

A wider range of job opportunities than almost any other 
subjects because of transferable skills and problem- 
solving abilities 

A bridge between the ‘Arts’ and the ‘Sciences’ giving you 
flexibility if you decide to progress to university 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

Employers want people  

•    with good communication skills who can work in a team 
•    who can manage themselves 
•    who can analyse their work and are numerate and literate 
•    who can ask questions and then find the answers 
•    who are IT literate 
•    who are spatially, environmentally and socially aware 

You will gain these skills studying Geography A Level. 
Geography is highly valued as an A Level course by 
employers and universities 

“Geography is the subject which holds the Key to our future” 
(Michael Palin) 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

If you are studying Geography GCSE, you 

should gain at least a Grade 6. If not, you will need a 6 in 
a similar subject. Above all you need to be interested in 
places and environments, and enjoy doing research. 

COURSE CONTENT 

Component 1 - ‘Physical Geography’: this section of the 
specification focuses on a systems approach to study of 
water and carbon cycles. Students will also investigate 
‘Landscape Systems’ that includes an in-depth study of 
coastal systems and natural hazards 

Component 2 - ‘Human Geography’: this section of the 
specification focuses on global systems and global 
governance, changing places and resource security. 

Component 3 - Geographical Investigation: Students 
complete an individual investigation which must include 
data collected in the field. The individual investigation 
must be based on a question or issue defined and 

developed by the student 
relating to any part of the 
specification content. 

BOARD: AQA

COURSE OUTLINE 

“What is our knowledge worth if we know 
nothing about the world that sustains us, 
nothing about natural systems and climates, 
nothing about other countries and cultures” 
(J.Parritt) 

Geography is the study of the earth’s 
landscapes, peoples, places and 
environments. It is, quite simply, about the 
world in which we live. The A level course will 
excite students’ minds, challenge perceptions 
and stimulate their investigative skills. 

scan here  to visit  our YouTube  channel
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Units 1, 2 and 3 are examined in the Summer Term of 
Year 13. Unit 4 is a piece of coursework to be completed 
early in Year 13. Students will be required to recall, select 
and deploy their historical knowledge and communicate 
that knowledge clearly and effectively. The will also be 
assessed on their ability to enquire independently as 
historians, using a range of evidence. 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

At the heart of studying History, is the study of people, 
their feelings, attitudes, prejudices and motivation. This 
understanding is very useful in the ‘people professions,’ 
from Receptionists to Social Workers. History teaches 
interviewing and enquiry skills, which fit an historian for 
jobs which find out information - TV researcher, 
investigative reporter and the police.  

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

An A level in history demonstrates the ability to produce 
extended, logical, reasoned debate in writing. It is 
beneficial for any job which requires writing reports such 
as Journalism. Historical knowledge is essential for certain 
jobs, such as Archaeologists, Archivists and Curators.  

Historians know how to read documents, ignore 
irrelevancies, separate propaganda from the truth, and 
circumstantial from hard evidence. This is essential for 
people such as lawyers, detectives and politicians.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Students are required to have achieved Grade 6 at GCSE 
History. Students who have not studied history are 
welcome, but must have achieved a Grade 5 in English 
Language or Literature at GCSE. 

COURSE CONTENT 

Students must complete each of the 4 units and their total 
A level study must extend over at least a 200-year period 
– in other words, completing a solely Modern History or 
Early Modern A level, is now impossible. In History we 
offer two different topics, which in Year 12 are: 

Wars of the Roses and Henry VII and American Westward 
Expansion. 

In Year 13 we study a unit on the witch-hunting craze 
during the early modern period. We also complete 
coursework on a topic chosen by the student. 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

All external exams are completed at the end of year 13 – 
there will be 3 exams in total. 

Unit 1: British period study and enquiry worth 50 marks 
1hr 30 minute paper (25% of the total A level) 

Unit 2: Non-British period study worth 30 marks 1hr 
paper (15% of the total A level) 

Unit 3: Thematic study and historical interpretations worth 
80 marks 2hr 30minutes paper (40% of the total A level) 

Additionally, there is a topic-based essay (3,000 to 
4,000 words) worth 40 marks that is submitted by the 
end of February of year 13 (20% of the total A level) 

 

HISTORY
BOARD: OCR  

COURSE OUTLINE 

If you are inquisitive and enjoy learning 
about the world around you and people in 
it, then History Advanced level may be ideal 
for you. 
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WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

Mathematics has a very high status as an A level subject 
and combines well with both Science and Arts A levels. 
Through the study of mathematics, you will develop the 
ability to use mathematical models to solve problems, 
assess evidence and make informed judgements. 

Physics students will experience some difficulty if 
mathematics is not being studied as well. 

Higher education courses that either require A level 
mathematics or are strongly related include Economics, 
Medicine, Architecture, Engineering, Accountancy, 
Psychology and Computing Science. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

Mathematicians have a wide choice of careers open to 
them which include business and finance, computing 
industry, operational research and teaching. In fact, almost 
any career where the ability to think logically is required. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

The most important requirement is that you enjoy 
mathematics and recognize it as a powerful tool for 
problem solving. You need to have achieved Grade 6 at 
GCSE. 

COURSE CONTENT 

A level Mathematics is a linear course with three 2-hour 
exams taken at the end of year 13. The course will cover 
Core Mathematics, which are the pure mathematics 
modules extending algebraic skills and introducing new 
mathematical concepts and ideas as well as applied 
modules in statistics and mechanics. 

The mechanics modules support work studied in Physics 
A level whilst statistics supports A levels such as 
Psychology, Geography, Biology and Economics. 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

The three exams at the end of the course are weighted so 
the Core Mathematics is worth 67% of the total marks and 
the applied modules, Mechanics and Statistics, 33% of the 
total marks.

BOARD: EDEXCEL 

COURSE OUTLINE 

A level mathematics comprises Pure 
Mathematics units and Applications units. You 
will build on the work you have done at GCSE, 
you will develop your technical ability and 
understanding thus providing a foundation for 
the further study of mathematics.

scan here  to visit  our YouTube  channel
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WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

Media Studies allows students to discover  

•    A comprehensive and integrated coverage of media 
      theory and practice 

•    How to focus on new technologies 

•    That audiences  are both producers and consumers of  
      media texts 

•    Opportunities for students to investigate what  
      interests them 

•    Choice of cross-media studies 

•    Contemporary issues and debates 

•     How Media studies prepares students for  
      progression into work or higher education in a range  
      of media-related areas 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

This qualification is accepted by a wide number of 
universities and is also accepted 
by a wide range of employers.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Minimum grade 5 in English Language or English Literature. 

COURSE CONTENT 

Our A-level course covers the following ideas 

PAPER 1. Issues and debates in the media 

PAPER 2. The analysis of media products with reference 
to the Close Study Products (CPS) and other products. 
Students will develop an understanding of the contexts 
in which the products were created. 

PROJECT WORK. This will allow students to apply their 
knowledge and understanding of the theoretical 
framework. It will incorporate practical skills relating to 
the media format of their choice, from a selection. 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

PAPER 1: Written exam: 2 hours 

Short and extended response questions 

35% of A level 

PAPER 2: Written exam 

Short and extended response questions 

35% of A level 

NON-EXAM ASSESSMENT: MEDIA PROJECT  

Students will be given a choice of topics related the 
overarching, annually changing theme 

Students will produce a statement of intent and cross 
media products for an intended audience 

30% of A-level 

MEDIA 
STUDIES
BOARD: AQA  

COURSE OUTLINE 

By studying A level Media Studies, students 
will learn how to develop a critical 
understanding of the media’s influence on 
society. There are opportunities for students 
to investigate what interests them, a choice 
of cross- media studies and production work. 

scan here  
to visit  
our YouTube  
channel
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Component 3: This component focuses on the 
sociological and contemporary factors that influence and 
affect physical activity and sport for both the audience 
and the performer and how sport affects society. It 
includes the emergence and evolution of modern sport, 
the impact of the modern Olympic Games and global 
sporting events and the ever-evolving modern 
technology and its influence on sport performers and 
spectators. 

Component 4: Performance within Physical Education 
Learners will be required to undertake two parts. 

Part 1: Performance/coaching of one sport or activity 
from the approved DfE list. 

Part 2: The Evaluation and Appreciation of Performance 
for Improvement of one sport or activity from the 
approved DfE list. This does not have to be the same 
sport or activity that was undertaken in Part 1, although it 
can be. 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Components 1 -3 are assessed via written examination 
papers. Component 4 is NEA (Non-Examined 
Assessment), and is internally assessed & externally 
moderated. 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

Want to follow a course that develops the theoretical 
aspects through practical involvement? 

Have an enquiring mind and are interested in sport 
throughout the world? 

Want to know more about body functions and effects  
of exercise? 

Want to evaluate and improve own performance in 
sport? 

Then A level PE is the course for you. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

Excellent preparation for students wishing to progress to 
degree level study in Physical Education, Sports Studies, 
Sports Analysis and Sports Sciences or for a career in the 
Police, Armed Forces, Nursing, Physiotherapy, Teaching, 
Leisure and sports coaching. 

  

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Grade 5 in GCSE PE theory or Merit 2 or above in L2 
sport qualifications and Grade 5 in Combined Science. 
Regular participation in and enthusiasm for one 
sport/activity outside of school. It is possible to take this 
course without a GCSE in PE. 

COURSE CONTENT 

Component 1: Physiological Factors Affecting 
Performance - Anatomy and Physiology; Exercise 
Physiology; Biomechanics. 

Students will develop their knowledge and 
understanding of the changes within the key systems of 
the body prior to exercise, during exercise of different 
intensities and during recovery. 

Component 2: This component focuses on the 
psychological factors affecting physical activities and 
sports, including group dynamics and the effects of 
leadership and stress on performers.

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION
BOARD: OCR

COURSE OUTLINE 

A Level PE includes the compulsory study of: 
Applied Anatomy and Physiology, Exercise 
Physiology, Biomechanical Movement, Skill 
Acquisition, Sports Psychology, Sport and 
Society and the Role of Technology in 
Physical Activity and Sport. Alongside this 
are the skills of PE which are examined via 
the NEA (Non-exam assessment) 
component on performance. 

scan here  to visit  our YouTube  channel
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Metaphysics of Mind – asks what is the mind? Is it a 
different substance from the body and how do the two 
relate to one another? What are the elements of conscious 
thought and how do they relate to the processes within 
my brain? Is consciousness merely a function of brain-
processes or something with real power? 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

There are two three hour exams, taken at the end of Y13, 
with questions ranging from short to longer answer 
types. Each of the 4 topics is tested and count towards 
25% of the overall mark. 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

If you enjoy reading and thinking for yourself this may be 
a subject for you. A good philosopher will like asking 
questions and challenging ideas. You will also be able to 
listen carefully to the views of others and not jump to 
conclusions. Students will learn to present a coherent 
argument in writing and in oral presentations to the 
group. Nobody should start a philosophy course without 
having read some philosophy and enjoyed it. However, 
cool it sounds it is definitely not something which suits 
everybody as an academic subject. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

Philosophy complements both the natural sciences as well 
as arts and humanities subjects. Please check university 
admissions for details on A level requirements. Philosophy 
degrees are highly rated by  
many employers.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Grade 6 in Maths and English 

COURSE CONTENT 

Epistemology – Asks the basic philosophical questions 
“What do we know?”, “How do we know it?” and “What 
do we even mean by the word knowledge?” Socrates 
was extremely pessimistic on this front, claiming that all 
he knew was that he knew nothing! In this module we 
discuss whether such scepticism is warranted, whether 
the world of our experience could really be a delusion, 
and what ultimate justification we can offer for our beliefs 
and experiences. We ask whether our perceptions give 
us reliable information about the way the world truly is. 

Moral Philosophy – asks what is the ‘good’ for Humanity? 
What ideals and ends should we pursue and why? 

Is there anything ultimate that we should value, any 
absolute moral truths, or are our moral feelings just a 
matter of taste and personal preferences? We consider a 
number of moral theories and apply them to issues such 
as war, punishment, lying and treatment of animals. 

The Metaphysics of God – In contrast with the approach 
of Religious Studies, which looks at the way in which 
particular religious traditions approach questions of faith, 
philosophy steps back from this and asks the big religious 
questions from the perspective of reason. (and also 
considers whether it is in fact possible to do this!) We will 
look at various ways in which it might be claimed that we 
can prove the existence of God, as well as responses to 
the problem of evil and the challenge that religious 
language is meaningless.

PHILOSOPHY
BOARD: AQA  

COURSE OUTLINE 

Philosophy is an ancient discipline which 
tackles many of the fundamental questions 
about existence and knowledge. This course 
is designed to develop the ability to reason, 
form judgements, express yourself 
coherently and to contribute to the process 
of debate. It is taught to a large extent 
though exercises and discussion in small 
groups and through guided reading of texts. 
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WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

This is a two-year course, where the emphasis will be on 
project work that allows you to fully develop your ideas 
over time. You will produce a portfolio that consists of a 
number of short, teacher-led projects leading to a 
sustained, independent project. There is an externally set 
assignment at the end of the course. 

Throughout this course, you will learn about a variety of 
photographic media, techniques and processes including 
traditional techniques in our dedicated darkroom, lighting 
in our studio and of course the use of computers for 
Photoshop and digital media. We encourage everyone to 
use these techniques and equipment to make thought-
provoking work that shows a high degree of skill and 
technical knowledge, and personally developed ideas. A 
creative approach, visual language and communication 
and critical thinking are at the forefront of this course. 

The Externally Set Assignment is a similar to the sustained 
project, but the theme is set by the exam board AQA. You 
will have approximately 12 weeks to research, take 
photos, and develop ideas further, followed by 15 hours of 
supervised time to produce a final portfolio. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

Students who want to pursue a career in photography will 
be eligible for a Foundation course in Photography at 
Trowbridge or Bath College. This is usually required in 
order to apply for an arts degree course. If students gain a 
top grade at A level it may be possible to apply straight to 
a degree course in Photography. Photography graduates 
have a wide choice of careers available as well as being a 
photographer; for example: advertising, journalism, 
marketing, design and ICT based careers etc. For students 
who do not want a career in photography this course will 
develop valuable transferable skills in creative and 
practical problem solving, developing ideas through 
research, practical application, analysis and evaluation, 
and gain better organisation.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Grade 5 at GCSE Art, Graphics, Photography or Textiles. 

COURSE CONTENT 

Students will be introduced to a variety of experiences 
that explore a range of photographic media, techniques 
and processes. They will learn of both traditional and 
new technologies. 

Students will explore relevant images, artefacts and 
resources relating to a range of art, craft and design, 
from the past and from recent times, including European 
and non-European examples. Students will then 
responsed to these examples through practical and 
critical activities that demonstrate their understanding of 
different styles, genres and traditions. 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Personal investigation: 60%        
Externally set assignment: 40% 

Work will be internally assessed by your teacher and 
moderated by AQA 

BOARD: AQA 

COURSE OUTLINE 

This course will teach students to look at the 
world in a creative way, in order to visually 
communicate your ideas through 
photography. You will develop an ability to 
critically analyse artists’ work, helping to 
develop your own ideas through personal 
response, practical application and written 
reflections.

scan here  to visit  our YouTube  channel
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The skills learnt in physics are transferable and important. 
You learn to think logically and solve problems. You gain 
experience of working in a like-minded team. You learn 
to communicate with clarity. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

A Physics graduate has the opportunity to work in many 
areas and has good earning potential. 

You might: 
Design computer games 
Monitor the environment 
Invent life-saving medical equipment 
Make cars safer 
Model financial markets 
Scientific Research 
Teaching 
Military Applications 
Investigate the Fundamental  
questions about Life on Earth 

For more information visit 
www.iop.org 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Minimum entry requirements are a grade 6 Combined 
Science or Physics, grade 6 in maths and grade 5 in English. 

COURSE CONTENT 

The CORE topics covered over the two years include 
Measurements and their errors, Particles and radiation, 
Waves, Mechanics and materials, Electricity, Further 
mechanics and thermal physics, Fields and their 
consequences and Nuclear physics. 

Students then also study one option of their choice from 
Astrophysics, Medical physics, Engineering physics, 
Turning points in physics or Electronics. 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Two written papers each timed at 2 hours. Both have 25 
multiple choice questions and 60 marks of long and 
short answer questions. 

Throughout the course students must complete a 
minimum of 12 standard practical experiments. These 
are then examined in the third exam paper, also 2 hours, 
which contains 45 marks of short and long answer 
questions on practical experiments and data analysis and 
35 marks of short and long answer questions on an 
optional topic that has been selected by the candidate. 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

It is important to understand how the universe works. 
Understanding this will improve our lives and satisfy the 
curiosity of many. Physics influences everything, from 
cancer treatment, computers and phones to sportswear, 
renewable energy and weather forecasting. 

Learning to understand and to contribute to discoveries 
in science can be very satisfying.

PHYSICS
BOARD: AQA  

COURSE OUTLINE 

The course is designed to provide relevant 
and interesting physics content as a smooth 
progression from GCSE to the next level of 
study. The course aims to highlight the links 
between physics and other sciences and 
how the subject underpins important 
technologies.
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Unit 2: UK Government and non-core political ideas. Study 
is worth 84 marks which is 33 1/3% of the total A Level. 

Unit 3: Comparative Politics. US Government and Politics 
with a comparison to the UK. Study is worth 84 marks 
which is 33 1/3% of the total A Level. 

Units 1, 2 and 3 are examined in the Summer Term of year 
13. Students will be required to recall, select and deploy 
their historical knowledge and communicate that 
knowledge clearly and effectively. They will also be 
assessed on their ability to enquire independently, using a 
range of evidence. 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

Politics is central to our world. As current events show us, 
the way in which our country is governed, the role of the 
people and the ideas that influence them are fundamental. 
Issues that are affecting your lives right now are essentially 
about politics so to be informed and educated about the 
circumstances that have led to the current state of the 
world is vital. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

The skills that Politics equips you with, enables a career in 
many areas, including law, advertising, journalism and the 
media or even politics itself! To understand politics is to 
understand people so you will gain a natural advantage in 
the professions where engagement with other people is 
paramount. You will also develop skills in extended, 
logical, reasoned debate in writing. This is beneficial for 
any job which requires writing reports or developing 
research and enquiry skills. If you care about the current 
state of the world, then the study of Politics is essential.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Students are required to have achieved either Grade 6 at 
GCSE History or Grade 5 in English Literature or 
Language. 

COURSE CONTENT 

Unit 1: When studying UK Politics, we will look at the role 
of democracy, elections and referendums, voting, 
parties and pressure groups as well as political 
participation and the role of the media. We also look at 
core political ideologies such as Liberalism, 
Conservatism and Socialism.  

Unit 2: When studying UK Government, we look at the 
UK Constitution, Parliament, the Prime Minister and the 
executive and the Supreme Court. We also look at the 
role and impact of devolution. Finally, our non-core 
ideology is Feminism. 

Unit 3: When studying US Government and Politics, we 
look at the US Constitution, Congress, the Presidency, 
the Supreme Court, elections, political parties, pressure 
groups and civil rights. This is all then compared to UK 
Government and Politics. 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

All external exams are completed at the end of year 13 – 
there will be 3 exams in total. 

Unit 1: UK Politics and core political ideas. Study is worth 
84 marks which is 33 1/3% of the total A Level.

BOARD: EDEXCEL  

COURSE OUTLINE 

If you are inquisitive and want to make a 
difference in the world around you and 
people in it, then Politics Advanced level may 
be ideal for you.

scan here  to visit  our YouTube  channel
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50% of this course is based on the Non-exam assessment. 
With no set briefs students will be able to research, design 
and create in a way that suits their own strengths and 
interests. This large piece of coursework can be used as a 
platform to show universities and future employers a 
student’s passion for their chosen career path. 

The A-Level Product Design course is compatible with 
most other A-Level courses, depending on your chosen 
career path.  These include Art & Design, Textile Design, 
Photography, Business Studies, Mathematics, Physics.  
The exact combination can lead to different career 
options and can be discussed with members of staff. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

Product Design could take you into a number of exciting 
career paths within the design industry including 
product design, automotive design, design for the 
medical industry and computer aided design to name 
just a few. Further study could also lead to architecture, 
architectural technologies and engineering or could 
secure a place on a high-level 
apprenticeship.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Grade 5 or above in English and Science/Biology at GCSE. 
Grade 5 in maths is desirable. 

COURSE CONTENT 

Students will investigate historical, social, cultural, 
environmental and economic influences on design and 
technology, whilst enjoying opportunities to put their 
learning in to practice by producing prototypes of their 
choice. Students will gain a real understanding of what it 
means to be a designer, alongside the knowledge and 
skills sought by higher education and employers 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Paper 1: Technical principles 30% of A level (2hrs 30mins) 

Paper 2: Designing and making principles 20% of A level 
(1hr 30mins) 

Non-Exam Assessment 50% 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

This is a unique subject which allows students an 
opportunity to learn with a hands-on approach; appealing 
to those who enjoy solving problems and those who like 
to know how and why things work. Theory is taught 
through a variety of practical tasks and experiments using 
a wide range of materials and tools, allowing students to 
constantly test ideas and gain first hand experience of 
how a designer needs to think and act in order to create a 
successful product. Students will be required to consider 
moral dilemmas faced by current designers and will be 
given live briefs that require them to work with real life 
clients; all of which will build understanding of the design 
industry and its impact on the modern world.

PRODUCT  
DESIGN
BOARD: AQA  

COURSE OUTLINE 

This creative and thought-provoking 
qualification gives students the practical 
skills, theoretical knowledge and confidence 
to succeed in a number of careers. Especially 
those in the creative industries. 

scan here  
to visit  
our YouTube  
channel
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Unit 3: Schizophrenia: The clinical characteristics, 
biological and psychological explanations and the 
effectiveness of therapies from both approaches. 

Gender: Role of chromosones and hormones. 
Psychological explanations for gender development and 
atypical gender development. 

Forensic Psychology: Offender profiling, explanations for 
offending behaviour and dealing with offending 
behaviour. 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

3 externally examined units. Each unit is worth 33.3% of 
the A Level. All examinations take place at the end of the 2 
year course. Students are assessed though multiple 
choice, short answer and extended writing on each paper. 
Each examination is 2 hours in length. 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

A level psychology is a fascinating subject that allows 
students to develop valuable scientific research skills in 
addition to gaining wider understanding of psychological 
theories and ideas. Students gain skills in comparing 
theories that account for a wide range of human 
behaviours and learn to discuss and convey these ideas 
developing analytical skills. Anyone with an analytical 
mind combined with an interest of human behaviour will 
do well in this subject. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

Psychology is a valued A level subject by Universities and 
employers alike. It is particularly relevant for those who 
wish to pursue a degree course in healthcare, social care, 
nursing, sports psychology and related fields. 

It is relevant to a wide range of careers including 
marketing, teaching, counselling and the police force.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Grade 5 or above in English at GCSE. Grade 5 in 
Biology/Science at GCSE. Grade 5 in maths is desirable. 

COURSE CONTENT 

There are 3 compulsory units.  

Unit 1: Social Influence: How individual behaviour 
changes in groups. Explanations for conformity, 
obedience and social change. 

Memory: How our memory works and the reliability of 
eye witness testimony. 

Attachment: Early infant development and the effects of 
deprivation. 

Psychopathology: Definitions of abnormality, 
explanations for phobias, depression and OCD; 
treatment for these disorders. 

Unit 2: Approaches in Psychology: Origins of 
Psychology, the emergence of Psychology as a science. 
Psychological and Biological approaches. 

Biopsychology: The nervous system, the structure and 
function of neurons and the endocrine system; Brain 
structure and function, ways of studying the brain and 
biological rhythms. 

Research Methods: Scientific processes, techniques and 
data handling skills. Inferential 
statistical analysis and the range 
of experimental techniques 
used in psychological research.

BOARD: AQA 

COURSE OUTLINE 

Psychology involves the scientific study of 
human behaviour and attempts to explain what 
makes us who we are. A level Psychology 
covers a broad range of topics such as 
explanations for abnormal behaviour, scientific 
research methods, infant development and the 
psychology of aggression.

scan here  to visit  our YouTube  channel

PSYCHOLOGY
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scan here  
to visit  
our YouTube  
channel

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

Sociology is a fascinating subject that will allow students 
to become more critically aware of the social world. They 
will be asked to evaluate their own social experiences, 
particularly as members of families and schools, and to 
look at this from several perspectives. They will be 
expected to challenge long-held views about society 
and to be empathetic towards approaches they do not 
believe to be true. 

Sociology deals with the most current events in society 
as well as issues that have been a concern to people for 
centuries. 

According to students; Sociology is… “A subject that 
really makes you think about your life”, “Sociology is 
great! It helps you to think about lots of issues from other 
people’s perspectives before you make your mind up 
about different views”

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Sociology is an academic qualification that will require a 
good standard of written English. Therefore, a grade 5 in 
Sociology of Belief, or English, History, or another essay-
based subject is necessary. 

COURSE CONTENT 

Students will study the following topics during the 2-year 
course. 

YEAR 12 

Families and Households 

Education with sociological theory and methods 

YEAR 13 

Crime and Deviance with Sociological Theory and 
Methods, and the Sociology of Belief 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

All units will be assessed by 3 written examinations in the 
summer of Year 13. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

Sociology is a highly valued, academic subject that can be 
seen as a qualification for working with people on any 
level. As such, it is considered excellent preparation for 
almost any degree or profession. 

Students who study Sociology often go on to careers in 
the police, criminology, teaching, nursing, the media, 
advertising, events management, marketing, and  
social work.

SOCIOLOGY
BOARD: AQA  

COURSE OUTLINE 

Sociology encourages students to think 
creatively about the social world around them. 
Sociologists try to answer questions about 
social behaviour, problems and phenomena 
that have an impact on all of our lives.
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VOCATIONAL 
COURSES   

The traditional A Level Pathway does 

not suit everybody. For those students 

who prefer a more ‘work related’ route,  

with a greater degree of ‘hands on’ 

practical experience we offer a  

choice of Vocational Courses.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

BTEC LEVEL 3, Diplomas or 

CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL 

COURSES: 5 GCSEs at  

Grade 4 or equivalent.

LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN CRIMINOLOGY 
LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
LEVEL 3 CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL IN SPORT & PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 
LEVEL 3 SUBSIDIARY DIPLOMA FOR MUSIC PRACTITIONERS 

EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION (EPQ) 
CORE MATHS 

OTHER COURSES
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Unit 4: Crime and Punishment 

You will study every aspect of the criminal justice system and 
the types and purposes of punishment in England & Wales. 

ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

The WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology is 
assessed using a combination of internal and external 
assessment. 

The following units will be externally assessed:  

Unit 2: Criminological Theories 
Unit 4: Crime and Punishment 
90-minute examination 
total of 75 marks 

There are three questions on each paper- both short and 
extended answer questions, based on stimulus material 
and applied contexts. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

The main purpose of the WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in 
Criminology is mainly to use the qualification to support 
access to higher education degree courses, such as: 

BSc or BA Criminology, BA Criminology and Criminal 
Justice, BSc (Hons) Criminology and Psychology, LLB 
(Hons) Law with Criminology, BA (Hons) Criminology 
and Sociology, BSc (Hons) Psychology and Sociology 
and BSc Criminology with Law. 

Alternatively, the qualification allows learners to gain the 
required understanding and skills to be able to consider 
employment within some aspects of the criminal justice 
system, e.g. the National Probation Service, the Courts 
and Tribunals Service or the 
National Offender  
Management Service. 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

5 GCSEs at Grade 4 or above including GCSE English 

COURSE CONTENT 

Level 3 Certificate Course (Year 12)  
Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime 

You will explore how crime reporting affects the public 
perception of crime and criminals. You will then go on to 
study how campaigns are used to bring about change 
and plan a campaign of your own. 

Controlled assessment units are internally marked but 
externally moderated. 

Unit 2: Criminological Theories 

You will discover and assess psychological and 
sociological theories that have been put forward to 
explain why crime occurs. You will also explore how 
these theories influence crime control policies. 

Level 3 Diploma Course (Year 13)  
Unit 3: Crime Scene to Courtroom 

You will gain an understanding of the process of criminal 
investigations and then go on to learn about the 
prosecution of suspects and be able to review criminal 
cases. Controlled assessment units are internally marked 
but externally moderated.

LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA  
IN CRIMINOLOGY
VOCATIONAL COURSE

COURSE OUTLINE 

Not all types of crime are alike. Criminology is 
the study of the reasons why individuals commit 
crime. By understanding why a person commits 
a crime, we can develop ways to control crime 
or rehabilitate the criminal. This course will 
enable you to use theories of criminality to 
analyse criminal situations and suggest ways of 
reducing crime. You will also develop the 
knowledge and skills to research policy in 
practice, assess campaigns for changes in 
awareness and examine information to review 
verdicts in criminal cases. 

scan here  
to visit  
our YouTube  
channel
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WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

Students will develop personal and professional skills 
through interaction with people who either work in the 
Health & Social Care sector, or require care support, as 
well as theoretical knowledge and the understanding 
that underpins their skills. 

It will also prepare students with the depth and breadth 
of knowledge required for further study in Higher 
Education. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

This course serves as an excellent basis for students 
wishing to study Nursing, Physiotherapy,  
Social Work etc. 

  

COURSE CONTENT 

Students will discover more about 

•    Human Lifespan Development 

•    Working in Health & Social Care 

•    Meeting individual core needs 

•    Sociological Perspectives 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

Units will be assessed both internally and externally.  
The National Certificate is equivalent to one A-level. 

COURSE OUTLINE 

BTEC Level 3 National Certificate in Health 
and Social Care is designed for learners  
who wish to go into further study in a  
related sector. 

scan here  to visit  our YouTube  channel

VOCATIONAL COURSE

BTEC EXTENDED 
CERTIFICATE  
IN HEALTH &  
SOCIAL CARE
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The Sports Coaching and Physical Activity, Level 3 
Diploma aims to develop students’ knowledge, 
understanding and skills of the principles of Sport and 
Physical Activity. Students will gain an insight into the 
sector as they investigate opportunities for delivering 
sport and physical activity to a wide range of 
participants. Students will also gain core skills required 
for employment or further study in the sector such as 
communication, analysis, organisation and adaptation. 

A wide range of centre assessed units with practical and 
wider project-based assessment opportunities, as well as 
examined units on the body systems and the long- and 
short-term impacts of sport and physical activity. 

 

  

COURSE CONTENT 

Modules: 11/12 Units equivalent to 720GLH, 600GLH 
from 9 mandatory units. 120GLH from optional units. 

Unit 1 – Anatomy and Physiology (External Assessment) 

Unit 2 – Sports Coaching and Activity Leadership 

Unit 4 – Working safely in sport (External Assessment) 

Unit 8 – Organisation of a sports event 

Unit 17 – Sports Injuries and rehabilitation 

Unit 18 - Practical sports 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

Opening doors to further study, university, 
apprenticeships and employment. 

WHY TAKE THIS SUBJECT? 

Cambridge Technicals are vocational qualifications at 
Level 3 for students aged 16+. They’re designed with the 
workplace in mind and provide a high-quality alternative 
to A Levels. 

COURSE OUTLINE 

Our Level 3 Cambridge Technicals in Sport 
and Physical Activity is the equivalent of 2  
A Levels and include a specialist pathway 
into Sports Coaching and Physical Activity 
(720 GLH). 

BOARD: OCR

LEVEL 3 CAMBRIDGE 
TECHNICAL  
IN SPORT &  
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
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scan here  
to visit  
our YouTube  
channel
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Here is a selection of units you could study:  

•    Listening to Music 
•    Songwriting 
•    Composing Music 
•    Composing Music for Film 
•    Live Music Performance 
•    Music Rehearsal Skills 
•    Music Dissertation 
•    Setting up a Music Business 
•    Improving Instrumental Performance 
•    Using a Digital Audio Workstation 
•    Music Sequencing & Production 

ASSESSMENT 

All units are assessed and graded and an overall grade for 
the qualification is awarded as a pass, merit, distinction or 
distinction*. Some assignments are set and marked by 
teachers in school and some are set and marked by the 
exam board RSL. There is a balance between practical 
and written theoretical/research work. 

CAREERS/HIGHER EDUCATION PROSPECTS 

A diploma in Music is valued by both employers and 
higher education establishments. Students can go into 
careers such as Music Management, Teaching, 
Performance, Composition, Recording and Production. 

If you do decide to go to university or college you could 
take a degree or a BTEC Higher National in subjects such 
as Music, Popular Music, or Music Technology  

  

COURSE CONTENT 

All students will undertake two core units: 

•    Planning a Career in the Music Industry 
•    Live Sound Recording 

All students will also choose a range of optional units. 
There are many optional units to choose from and it gives 
you the opportunity to tailor the qualification to your 

specific interests. 

COURSE OUTLINE 

An RSL level 3 subsidiary diploma is a 
practical, work related course. You will study 
all aspects of music; performance, 
composition, listening and technology. This 
course will give you the opportunity to 
choose specific units that are tailored to your 
interests. You will learn by completing 
projects and assignments that are based on 
realistic workplace situations, activities and 
demands. Whilst it is good for you to have 
some knowledge of music it is not necessary 
for you to have completed GCSEs in Music 
or Music Technology before you start this 
course. When you have finished your course 
you will be able to look for employment or 
go on to further study in higher education. 

scan here  to visit  our YouTube  channel

BOARD: RSL

LEVEL 3 SUBSIDIARY 
DIPLOMA FOR MUSIC 
PRACTITIONERS
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SHOULD MY PROJECT BE ON A TOPIC RELATED TO 
MY CHOICE OF DEGREE SUBJECT OR ONE OF MY  
A LEVELS? 

Hopefully you are very interested in the subject that you are 
applying to study at university, so it would not be unusual for 
you to want to research a topic related to your degree 
choice but this is not a requirement. The project is more 
about the process than the outcome and it is perfectly 
reasonable to have intelligent interests beyond your 
academic subjects. 

In recent years, students have completed EPQs on the 
following topics: 

Has COVID-19 Proved that secondary school exams are no 
longer needed?  

How can Horticulture contribute to mental health and 
wellbeing? 

How important is the psychological status of the individual 
throughout pregnancy? 

Is it worth a country hosting the Olympics? 

What are the effects of social media on children and 
adolescents? 

Artefact: How did the Punk Scene in the 1980s influence the 
art world? 

Artefact: How significant was the Battles of Monte Cassino 
and why was the Italian campaign forgotten about. This 
involved constructing a 3-d model of the site of the battle! 

Others have re-designed the family bathroom, built a car, 
explored the physics involved in 
wooden gliders, created websites, 
wrote a play, choreographed a  
school 
production. 

WHAT SORT OF PROJECTS CAN BE DONE? 

There has to be a “product”, which could be an 
extended essay on any topic (max 5,000 words) plus a 
presentation (usually involving a PowerPoint). 
Alternatively, the product could be an “artefact” eg a 
piece of art, a model or a film, also accompanied by 
some sort of presentation which involves answering 
questions. Above all, the project should be on an area 
of personal interest that you are keen to find out  
more about.

EXTENDED PROJECT 
QUALIFICATION (EPQ)
BOARD: AQA  

Our Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is popular 
with students and teachers alike. It provides an 
opportunity for students to extend their abilities beyond 
their sixth form course of study, stand out and prepare 
for university or their future. This qualification will 
develop creativity and independence at Corsham 6th . 
An EPQ is a freestanding AS level qualification. 

EPQ lessons are built into our timetable to be sure that 
any student who wishes to do an EPQ gets expert 
guidance from the beginning. Students then seek the 
support of a teacher mentor (project Supervisor) – one 
with the appropriate expertise to support them in their 
chosen field. 

With an EPQ, students are free to choose something 
that really fascinates or challenges them. It is for this 
reason that completing an EPQ often results not only in 
a convincing university application, but also produces 
young people equipped with the necessary skills and 
independence for undergraduate study or employment 

This is a qualification that starts in the January of Year 12. 
It is designed as a “stretch and challenge” opportunity, 
to investigate a topic beyond the normal confines of A 
Levels and can attract the only A* at AS Level. 

It demonstrates that you have some of the key skills 
required for university study. It is very good evidence to 
put in a UCAS personal statement that you can work 
independently, research, plan, argue and present. Most 
applicants claim to have these skills but, by carrying out 
an extended project, you would have something 
specific to relate these claims to. 

scan here  
to visit  
our YouTube  
channel
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ASSESSMENT DETAILS 

Core maths is a two-year course and exams will be sat at 
the end of the second year. At the end of the course, you 
will gain a level 3 qualification, similar to an AS and worth 
the same number of UCAS points as an AS level 
qualification. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

Grade 4 or higher in GCSE maths. 

COURSE CONTENT 

Core maths has been designed to maintain and develop 
real-life maths skills. What you study is not purely 
theoretical or abstract; it can be applied on a day-to-day 
basis in work, study or life and will include units on 
finance, analysing data and problem solving. 

Core Maths is about developing mathematical thinking 
and reasoning skills through meaningful mathematical 
problems and to increase confidence in using maths. 
This will lead to students being better equipped for the 
mathematical demands of other courses, higher 
education, employment and life. 

The skills developed in the study of mathematics are 
increasingly important in the workplace and in higher 
education; studying Core Maths will help you keep up 
these essential skills. Most students who study maths 
after GCSE improve their career choices and increase 
their earning potential. 

BOARD: AQA 

COURSE OUTLINE 

Core maths is a qualification designed for 
students who want to keep up their 
mathematical skills but are not planning to take 
A-level mathematics. Studying Core Maths will 
help with other A-level subjects – in particular 
with science, geography, business studies, 
psychology and economics.

scan here  to visit  our YouTube  channel

CORE MATHS
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To apply for a place at Corsham6th please 
complete an application form and return it to  
Mrs Cooper by Monday 13th December 2021. 
Paper copies can be issued from 6th Form office. 

FOR GENERAL CAREERS ADVICE  
AND ADVICE ON SUBJECTS: 

Ms E Cooper ...........................Director of Corsham 6th 
Mr L Clarke...................Deputy Director of Corsham 6th 

APPLYING TO

SUBJECTS 

Art (Fine Art) ..............................................Ms R  Sloan 
Art (Textiles) ..............................................Ms R  Sloan 
Biology ...................................................Mr S Withey 
Business ..................................................Ms E Ndiritu 
Chemistry..............................................Ms R Richards 
Computer Science ..................................Mr P  Fletcher 
Drama & Theatre Studies .........................Ms C Derham 
Economics...............................................Ms E Ndiritu 
English Language ......................................Mr P Wilkes 
English Literature .......................................Mr P Wilkes 
Film Studies ..............................................Mr A Sayles 
French .................................................Ms S Westlake 
Geography.................................................Mr J Taylor 
History ....................................................Ms J Browne 
Mathematics ..............................................Mr A Davis 
Media Studies.........................................Ms K Everson 
Photography ..............................................Ms R Sloan 
Physical Education .............................Ms S Humphreys 
Physics ....................................................Mr D Brown 
Product Design .........................................Ms S Knight 
Psychology ..............................................Ms S Dustan 
Politics ....................................................Ms J Browne 
Philosophy ...............................................Mr  J O’Pray 
Sociology..................................................Mr J O’Pray 

35www.corsham.wilts.sch.uk

VOCATIONAL COURSES 

Level 3 Diploma Cambridge  
Technicals in Sport  
and Physical Activity .....................................Mr  Derby 

Level 3 Diploma in  
Health & Social Care ..............................Ms A McGhee 

Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma  
for Music Practitioners ................................Ms V Chiles 

Level 3 Diploma in Criminology....................Mr J O’Pray 

OTHER COURSES 

Core Maths and EPQ ..................................Mr L Clarke

WHO TO CONTACT

scan here  
to fill in 
an application
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Thursday 7th October                           Corsham 6th Open Evening  
Wednesday 20th October                  Corsham 6thTaster day 
Monday 13th December                      Deadline for applications 

Monday 14th February                         Futures Interviews with Senior Staff 

February 2022                                          Conditional offers of places.  
                                                                           Optional individual discussions with 6th Form Staff 

June 2022                                                     Corsham 6th Induction Days (Date TBC) 

August 2022                                              GCSE examination results.  
                                                                           Confirmation of offer of a place at Corsham 6th  
                                                                           Online enrolment to be completed by student.  

THE CORSHAM6TH 
APPLICATION 
PROCESS
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FUTURES 
PROGRAM

ENTRY INTO EMPLOYMENT 

The minimum academic requirements for professional 
careers are broadly similar to those sought for degree level 
studies - ie five GCSE grades 4-9 plus two at A Level. 
Professional bodies and employers often specify that the 
subjects must be academic ones and include English and 
Maths at least to GCSE 4 grade. 

There are a number of careers for which BTEC Level 3, A 
Level passes, although not a requirement, could be a 
distinct advantage, either in terms of gaining admission to 
training schools or in shortening the training involved - eg 
Journalism, Occupational Therapy, Banking. 

Our Careers Fair will allow students to network with 
potential employers. 

During their two years at Corsham 6th, we 
explore the options that are available to our 
students when they leave us.  
The majority of our students decide to enter into 
Higher Education. We are also seeing a number of 
students showing interest in Degree 
Apprenticeship opportunities, whilst a small 
number of students secure employment in their 
area of interest.  

HIGHER EDUCATION & DEGREE COURSES 

In the majority of cases the basic minimum is five GCSE 
grades 4-9 or equivalent plus three at A Level, but in 
addition to this, Universities and Colleges can impose their 
own requirements which are usually more than the 
minimum and may name particular A Level and GCSE 
subjects. It is important therefore to check the UCAS and 
university websites to see that the right subjects are 
chosen. 

Some courses can be entered with two A Level passes only 
or their equivalent.  

For more popular courses three A Level passes are 
normally required. 

Our Level 3 Vocational Courses can also provide a very 
important route into university but please make sure you 
check University Entry Requirements in advance of 
selecting your A levels. If you are in doubt, do not hesitate 
to contact one of the Corsham 6th team.  

APPRENTICESHIPS 

At Corsham6th, students are fully informed and supported 
if they choose to enter into an apprenticeship. Students 
have been successful in securing Degree Apprenticeships 
at Pfizer and the Ministry of Defence. As part of our Core 
session, we invite guest speakers to share their 
experiences of apprenticeships and promote potential 
opportunities for our students. 

Destinations 
of C6th 
Students
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CORE SESSION 

Our Core Programme is based on the VESPA mindset.   
We know that success at 6th form depends on your habits, 
routines, attitudes and approaches to study. It is your 
behaviours, not your intelligence, that determine your 
results. VESPA (which stands for Vision, Effort, Systems, 
Practice and Attitude) is a mind-set that will help improve 
your success. Students who are successful: 

•     Know what they want to achieve (VISION) 

•     Complete many hours of independent study (EFFORT) 

•     Organise their learning resources and their time  
       (SYSTEMS) 

•     Practice and develop their skills (PRACTICE) 

•     Respond constructively to challenge (ATTITUDE) 

 

PROGRAMME OF STUDY GUIDANCE 

At Corsham6th, our key role is to ensure students are on 
the correct programme of study to accomplish and 
succeed to the very best of their ability. Throughout year 
11, there will be opportunities to look into future options 
and courses; this will enable students to make informed 
decisions. We tailor all programmes of study to the 
individual students, ensuring the options they have chosen 
are suitable for their starting points and laying the 
foundations for their future plans. 

PASTORAL SUPPORT 

Student well-being underpins everything we do at 
Corsham 6th. We pride ourselves on the personalised 
pastoral support provided. We have a close network of 
experienced tutors who are well equipped to support their 
tutees through their time with us. Within the detailed tutor 
programme, we place significant emphasis on the 
relationships developed between tutors and tutees. This is 
made possible thanks to the daily tutorial sessions and 
one-to-one mentoring that is incorporated into our 
pastoral care.  

Within the tutorial programme, we cover a range of PSHE 
topics. Students are encouraged to share their ideas and 
contribute to discussion.  

AIM HIGH PROGRAMME 

Mr Clarke runs an Aim High programme throughout the 
two years of Sixth Form Study. This programme focusses 
on guidance for Russell Group University entry 
requirements, Oxbridge information and experiences, 
Medicine and Veterinary science. Pastoral guidance is also 
a key feature here, ensuring students are planned, 
maintain focus and look after themselves.

YEAR 11 STUDENTS / POTENTIAL 6TH FORMERS  
FINAL POINT  
ABOUT COURSE 
CHOICES 

38 www.corsham.wilts.sch.uk
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Without a doubt, it is our students who make Corsham 6th 
such a wonderful place to be. We are fortunate enough to 
share their two-year journey with them. During this time, 
we see the students gain independence and make plans 
for their future. A significant part of this self-growth lies in 
our Leadership Opportunities.  

The roles available are broad and will appeal to the skill set 
of a wide range of students. We encourage all students to 
push themselves out of their comfort zone. Currently, we 
have roles such as:  

•    Senior Student Directors (Y13 only) 

•    Charities Ambassadors. 

•    Equality Ambassadors. 

•    Eco Ambassadors 

•    Sports Ambassadors 

•    Sports Ambassadors 

•    Well-being champions 

We also have students who take responsibility for 
organising Leavers’ events such as Prom, Yearbook and 
Leavers’ Hoodies and clubs and social events. There is 
something for everyone! 

‘If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn 
more, do more and become more you are a leader.’ 

John Quincy Adams 

ENRICHMENT  

All students at Corsham 6th have time allocated on a 
Wednesday afternoon for Enrichment. During this session 
the students have many activities on offer to them 
including 

•    A range of sporting activities including Hockey,  
       football, rounders and table tennis 

•    Yoga 

•    Access to the gym facilities at Springfield campus 

•    Debate club. This activity is run by students for  
       students.  

•     Mindfulness, meditation and coaching 

•    Public speaking club 

•    An opportunity to learn British Sign Language 

•    Event planning with the music department.  

•     Paired reading with Year 7 students and Mentoring of  
       lower school individuals. 

This enrichment session can also be used by the student to 
gain weekly work experience or for volunteering in the 
local Corsham community. 

We are always looking for ways to further develop this 
programme and our student leaders play a big part in this. 

SUPER-CURRICULAR 

We are proud of our Super Curricular programme in 
Corsham 6th.  

Super-curricular activities are those that take the subjects 
you study further, beyond that which your teacher has 
taught you or what you’ve done for homework. You may 
go into more depth on something you picked up in the 
classroom or learn about a new topic altogether. You can 
explore your subject in many ways; for example, by 
reading, as well as watching videos online, downloading 
lectures, visiting museums or entering academic 
competitions. For more information, please scan the  
QR code.  

We believe that our Super curricular programme with 
ignite a passion for the subjects studied and help develop 
our students as life-long learners. 
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scan here  for more information
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SUMMARY
SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED FOR 
ADVANCED LEVEL COURSES 

To start A Level courses, you will need at least 5 GCSE 
passes at grade 5 or equivalent qualifications. Individual 
cases will be judged on merit. 

The qualifications listed below are the normal expectation 
for these specific subjects but please enquire if any special 
difficulties may have led you to not gaining them. 

SUBJECTS 

Art (Fine Art)                                   GCSE Grade 5 in Art, Graphics, Textiles or Photography 
Art (Textiles)                                    GCSE Grade 5 in Art or Textiles 
Biology                                             GCSE Grade 6 in Combined Science or Biology. Grade 4 in Maths 
Business                                           GCSE Grade 5 in English and Maths 
Chemistry                                        GCSE Grade 6 in Combined Science or Chemistry. Grade 5 in Maths 
Computer Science                      GCSE Grade 6  in Computing, plus GCSE Maths at Grade 5 
Core Maths                                     GCSE Grade 4 in Maths 
Drama & Theatre Studies         GCSE Grade 5 in Drama if taken at GCSE or a Grade 5 in English 
Economics                                      GCSE Grade 5 in both English and Maths 
English                                              GCSE Grade 5 or above in both English Language and Literature  
English Literature                         GCSE Grade 5 or above in both English Language and Literature  
Film Studies                                    GCSE Grade 5 in either English Language or English Literature 
French                                              GCSE Grade 6 in French 
Further Maths                                GCSE Grade 7 in Maths 
Geography                                     GCSE Grade 6 in Geography or similar subject 
History                                              Grade 6 in History if taken at GCSE or a Grade 5 in English Language or Literature 
Mathematics                                  Grade 6 in GCSE Maths 
Media Studies                               GCSE Grade 5 in English Language or Literature 
Physical Education                      GCSE Grade 5 in theory in PE if taken at GCSE. GCSE Grade 5 in Combined Science  
                                                            or equivalent and regular participation and training in at least one sport or activity is  
                                                            also required 
Photography                                  Grade 5 in Art, Graphics, Textiles or Photography 
Physics                                              GCSE Grade 6 in Combined Science or Physics. Grade 6 in Maths and 5 in English 
Politics                                              Grade 6 in History if taken at GCSE or a Grade 5 in English Language or English Literature 
Product Design                             Grade 5 in Design and Technology, Art or Photography 
Psychology                                     GCSE Grade 5 in English  and science. Grade 5  in maths is also desirable 
Philosophy                                      GCSE Grade 5 in Sociology, or English 
Sociology                                        GCSE Grade 5 in Sociology , History, English or another essay-based GCSE subject 

BTEC LEVEL 3, Diplomas or CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL COURSES: 5 GCSEs at Grade 4 or equivalent.
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